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A New-Year’s Address. 


T the request of the Edi- 
d tor, a constant reader of 
this Magazine would solicit the 
attention of his fellow-readers 
to a few thoughts which are na- 
turally suggested on the com- 
mencement of the New-Year. 
By the good hand of our God 
upon us, we are enabled to 
greet the return of another new 
year. The most ofus it finds 
in the enjoyment of many bles- 
sings of Divine Providence, with 
our cup filled with good things. 
Most of the reasonable pros- 
pects which we entertained at the 
commencement of the last year 
have been realized ; many evils 
which we apprehended have 
been averted ; from many diffi- 
culties in which we have been 
involved we have been most 
mercifully extricated ; from ac- 
cidents and dangers innumera- 
ble the kind hand of God has 
prese:ved us. : 


view of that just brought to a 
close. While we are beginning 
one year, we are finishing an- 
other. It is not easy to deter- 
mine which event is, to a reflec- 
ting mind, the more interesting 
and solemn. As we enter upon 
a new year, we naturally fancy 
ourselves standing upon an em- 
inence, with deep contempla- 
tion, viewing the past and the 
future, when innumerable 
thoughts, grand, painful, plea- 
sing, terrible, rush upon the 
mind, and awaken all the feel- 
ings of the soul. We con- 
template a year, to which our 
prospects had assigned many 
interesting events ; in which we 
hoped for much enjoyment ; 





in which we intended to have 
;done much, or something at 
Icast, for our immortal interests, 
for our temporal welfare, for our 
connections, for our fellow-men, 
\for the.church of God; now 
inumbered with the periods of 
| ancient time, not to be recalled, 


At the commencement of! That which could have been 


the year, nothing can be more 
suitable than a_ retrospective 


| done in that year only, and has 
, been onntted, which is true of 
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inany things most important, 
must remain undone for ever. 
All the opportunities which it 
furnished for doing good, for 
obtaining good, for avoiding 
evil, for ¢ escaping danger, which 
were not improved, are passed 
tothe account of cternal loss. 
All our moral actions during 
that period are carried to the 
bock of God’s remembrancc, 
the leaf is turned over, the re- 
cord will stand unaltered to the 
great day. All who have imbi- 
bed any corruption in their 
moral sentiments, have lost a 
station which it will be hard to 
regain. 

We have to reflect, on this 
interesting occasion, that it 
hath pleased Ged to preserve 
our lives during the past year, 
to protract our season of prepa- 
ration for eternity; while, during 
the same period, many of our 
friends and acquaintance, in 
similar circumstances in life, 
engaged in the same pursuits 
and prospects with ourselves, 
are removed to the eternal state. 
Who can forbear to say to him- 
self, Why am I spared, why 
this discrimination, why is my 
friend removed, and I survive? 
We can answer only, in the 
Janguage of the prophet, O 
Lord God, thou knowest. The 
greatest blessing which is en- 
joyed inthis world is the priv- 
ilege of secking the Saviour 
end eternal life. This favor 
we have enjoyed, through the 
merciful forbearance of God, 
another year. The means of 
grace, from which this privi- 
lege receives its highest value, 
We possess in all their fulness. 

The blessings of Divine Provi- 
dence, which the past year has 
aivorded us, in cur individeal or 











relative capacities, call for 4 
grateful recollection. These 
have flowed from the kind hand 
of an heavenly Father, who 
overlooks our ill-desert and in- 
gratitude,and supplies our wants 
from his inexhaustible mercies. 
All personal enjoyment, all the 
social endearments of life, all 
external and public blessings 
proceed from the same divine 
bounty. 

In every review of the past, 
we find much to lament, we 
discover great cause of humili- 
ation and regret. If such a re- 
view be honest and faithful, we 
discover many things in our- 
selves which could not bear the 
light, of which ho considera- 
tion could induce an exposure 
to our fellow-men, which, nev- 
ertheless, are fully known to an 
all-seeing God. As they are 
known, they will be remember- 
ed by him, and, in his sight, 
they determine our characters. 
If we began the last year, in 
any measure, as we ought, we 
entered upon it with many res- 
olutions, hopes, and prospects, 
concerning an amendment of 
life, and a more constent atten- 
tion to the dictates of duty. We 
promised, in the presence of 
the searcher of hearts, if he 
would spare our lives, to spend 
the year for him ; to make the 
interests of our souls and the 
service of Christ a se 
concern ; to watch against si 
and contend with cvcry thing 
Which might be offensive tobim; 
to seek to do something to pro- 
mote the spiritual interests of 
our fellow-men, erd to lend our 
feeble efforts to advance the in- 
terests of the dining Redeemer. 
If we have forgetien these ens 
ravements, they have net been 
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forgotten by the Most High, and | 


our neglect of duty is aggrava- 
ted by a violation of the most 
solemn voluntary engagements. 

There is no review of our 
past life which ought more uni- 
versally to excite our Jamenta- 
tion, and which calls more just- 
ly for repentance, than unpro- 
fitableness. God our Creator 
has endued all rational creatures 
with certain powers, which 
qualify them to be useful totheir 
fellow-creatures, and to do 
something for the honor of 
God. In the parable of the 
talents our Lord has given us a 
clear elucidation of this subject. 
The design of Heaven in giving 
to man his noble facultics, is 
expressed in that laconic pre- 
cept, Occupy till I come. God 
requires the use of the talents 
with which he entrusts his peo- 
ple, for his service. The king- 
dom of Christ is the great ob- 
ject for which this world and all 
rational creatures were brought 
into existence. And such is the 
constitution of this kingdom, 
that its great Head can avail 
himself of all the efforts of all 
its friends for the advancement 
of its interests. The exertions 
and the prayers of the feeblest 
Christian that lives, in the hum- 
blest vale of poverty, are essen- 
ually important, and, by the wis- 
dom of the divine Rececmer, 
will be used in aid of the erec- 
tion of the holy fabric. That 
cur efforts must be feeble, that 
all power belongs to Christ, is 
often urged, but it is generelly 
the plea of disobedience end 
sloth. Whether our exertions 
are of any avail, and why they 
are demanded by the great Head 
of the Church, is not for us to 
enquire. 








It is suMcient for us_ 
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that our exertions are required 
by 2 wisdom which cannot err, 
by an authority which has a 
right tocommand. A humble 
zeal for God,Christian example, 
and persevering prayer, are du- 
ties within the power of every 
friend of Christ, they are such 
as he requires, and they are such 
as will ever be the efficacious 
means of the advancerhent of 
the Mediatoi’s kingdom in the 
world.—In the review of the 
past year, it becomes every in- 
dividual to enquire, What have 
I done for Christ ? What have 
I done for the advancement of 
his holy cause? What have 
been my exertions to bring per- 
ishing sinners to the divine Sav- 
iour, for the glory of his name, 
and for the salvation ‘of their 
souls ? To such interrogatories, 
how many must appear like the 
slothful servant, who, unfeeling- 
ly, laid by his talent, and thought 
not even of an excuse till called 
to his account. According to 
our respective opportunities for 
usefulness, according to the va- 
rious means committed to our 
improvement, in the respective 
spheres of action in which we 
are severally placed, in the prov- 
idence of God, we are required 
to labor for him and for the 
promotion of the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. In such 
a review, who can forbear to ex- 
claim A/y leanness, my leanness! 
And who can compare such un- 
profitableness, with what Christ 
has done und is constantly doing 
for sinners, without the most 
pungent regret ? 

A review of past events al- 
ways exhibits a forcible repre- 
sentation of the long-suffering 
and forbearance of God, While 
he is communicating every bles- 
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sing to his people, they are un- 
mindful of the Author of all 
their mercies ; while he is ex- 
hibiting his own infinite perfec- 
tions in his works and in his 
word, we take little or no pains 
to learn his character; while 
he discovers to sinners their lost 
state, and shows them the ample 
means of a restoration to the 
divine favor, these things are 
treated as unworthy of their at- 
tention. At the same time, we 
are assured that the Lord is a 
God of vengeance, and that he 
will punish the wicked. Why 
has not his arm been lifted up, 
why has not his sword been 
drawn against us? It is because 
he is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness. 

From a review of the past, 
we naturally turn to the pros- 
pect of the future. We look 
forward with expectation and 
hope. We fondly indulge the 
expectation that the coming 
year will bring less of the ad- 
versities of life than the past, 
that the blessings of Providence 
will be more liberally bestowed, 
that temptations and follies will 
have less influence upon our 
conduct, that we shall yield less 
to the seductions of Vunity and 
sloth, that we shall do more for 
our own good, and for the good 
of our friends and our fellow- 
men. Incontemplation of such 
a prospect, ere we are aware, 
there is an instinctive resolve of 
the mind, there is a secret en- 
gagement, that this shall be the 
case. Vor the quiet of con- 
science, for the sake of the com- 
forts of hope, the mind re- 
solves. Heaven witnesses these 
resolutions, places them instant- 
ly on long record, the tears of 
angels can never wash them 





out. There is nothing improp- 
er in resolving, if it be done 
with a deliberate sense of the 
solemnity and the high res« 
ponsibility of the transaction. 
But it ought ever to be per 
formed as a religious act, in 
which God is virtually invoked 
to witness our engagements, and 
to accept of our vows. The 
ill success which we have expe- 
rienced in maintaining our res- 
olutions, is no valid objection 
against resolving again, where 
the subject of our engagement 
is a matterof plain duty. Vow 
and fay unto the Lord your God, 
One of President Edwards’s 
Resolutions is, “ Resolved, nev- 
er to give over, nor in the least 
to slacken my fight with my 
corruptions, however unsuc- 
cessful I may be.” The object 
of resolving is to make a pres- 
ent acknowledgment of our 
obligations to God, and by be- 
ing subjected to the penalty of 
a vow to be more likely to per- 
form our duty. In this view 
of the nature of voluntary en- 
gagements, our past failure in 
our resolutions, though it 
should make us diffident of our 
own strength, should never de- 
ter us from another attempt. 
When, therefore, we resolve, 
at the beginning of the year, if 
God will spare our lives and 
carry us through it, we will be 
more devoted to his service, 
more attentive to our duty, 
more watchful of our own 
hearts, more engaged for the 
cause of Christ, we should do 
this under the solemn impres- 
sion of the immediate presence 
of God in which we stand, of 
our entire dependence on his 
gracious assistance, and of the 
prevailing intercession of out 
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holy Mediator, who knows our 
weakness and who ever sits at 
the right hand of his Father.— 
There is help-in God. Out of 
the moutl: of babesand sucklings 
he has perfected praise. Hecan 
make us, feeble and unworthy 
as we are, the happy instruments 
of advancing his glory. ‘Lo the 
humble exertions of his people, 
he adds that aid which makes 
them effectual. 

On such occasions as the com- 
mencement of a year, the events 
of Divine Providence which take 
place around us, particularly, 
those in which we are immedi- 
ately concerned, demand our 
careful consideration. In re- 
viewing the scenes of the past 
year, we see the liberal blessings 
of Heaven, which we have been 
invited to enjoy. Such a plenti- 
ful production of all the fruits 
of the earth, as in the year past, 
probably, none of us ever wit- 
nessed. Our stores are abund- 
ant, our garners are full. The 
blessings of peace and equal 
laws, have been so long enjoyed, 
that they almost cease to attract 
our notice ; although so small a 
portion of our fellow-men pos- 
sess, in common with us, the 
same blessings. Our institutions 
of education, whereby tlte sour- 
ces of literary and sacred instruc- 
tion are laid open to every indi- 
vidual ; whereby our youth and 
children are taught the first 
principles of science, and the 
great truths of their moral be- 
ing ; by the mercy of God, are 
continued to us, while similar 
institutions, in many other coun- 
tries, are swept away by the 
besom of destruction. And these 
privileges are enjoyed by us in 
adegree, to an extent, which no 
other people ever have known. 
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This work of God’s infinite wis- 
dom is for his holy name’s sake. 
The blessings of the gospel of 
salvation, the holy means by 
which sons and daughters will 
ever be brought to glory, of all 
the blessings of Divine Provi- 
dence given us to enjoy, are the 
greatest. These we have in 
their fullest measure. The word 
of God is in our hands ; the 
measure of instruction we re- 
ceive in early life enables us to 
read and understand is essential 
truths ; on every returning Sab- 
bath the doors of the Lord’s 
house open and invite us to the 
assembly of his people ; the ven- 
erable ambassadors for Christ 
bring to us the messages of hea- 
ven, and proclaim pardoning 
grace to the perishing transgres- 
sor. The church of God is es- 
tablished among us, and where 
this is, there is prayer, there is 
the presence of the holy Com- 
forter, in the glorious communi- 
cations of his grace. The bles- 
sing of a faithful ministry is one 
of the greatest which God ever 
gives to his church on earth. 
The ministers of Christ, in this 
State, were never more nume- 
rous, they never were more har- 
monious in sentiment, never 
more sound in the faith, or more 
eminently possessed of ministe- 
rial qualifications, than at the 
present time. While we enjoy 
the laborious instruction and the 
faithful testimony of such wit- 
nesses for Christ, if the privi- 
lege be not wisely improved, we 
must be preparing for a very 
solemn account at the great day. 

Notwithstanding all these pri- 
vileges for divine instruction and 
improvement, the present as- 
pects of religion among us are 
fearfal and gloomy. The state 
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of things is such as has been, 
seldom, very s¢!dom, witnessed. 
It is not atime for the rage of 
infidelity, it is not a season of 
prevailing errors, there is littic 
contention about gospzi doc- 
trines, the strife of sects has 
mostly subsided, all are sunk in 
awful apathy. A fatal letharg 

has seized the whole system, a 
universal stupidity prevails, a 
heedless indifference to the veal- 
ities of eternity, that awful calm 
which designates the approach 
of an angry tempest. Woe to 
them that are ai ease in Zi0a.— 
This is precisely our present 
state. On the hill of Zion, where 
the ark of God abides, where his 
holy presence dwells between 
the cherubim, we are all at ease. 
Ministers are at ease, professors 
are at case, sinners are awfully 
at ease, crying to their own souls 
Peace and safety —Let any one 
look over the preceding volumes 
of this Magaizne. A few years 
since, there was scarcely a Num- 
ber, which did not contain some 
animating account of a gracious 
work of Divine gi.ce, in the 
awakening and conversion of sin- 
ners. Of late, we see, occa- 
sionally, a solitary instance of 
this kind, and these are from a 
distance. If we except one or 
two societies, in which there has 
been some little serious atten- 
tion, there has not been an in- 
stance of a revival of religion in 
this State, in the past year— 
Whither has the Divine Spirit 
fled? Wherefore is he with- 
drawn from us? Have we had 
our day, and, in this day, refused 
to know the things which helong- 
ed to our peace? No state of 
things is more deplorable res- 
pecting the interests of religion, 
(han that in which a fata! opiate 
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seems to have been adininistered 
to all its friends, the watchman 
sleeps upon his post, and all are 
ready tosay, I shail have freace, 
though I walkin the imagination 
of mine heart. 

Hypocrisy and false religion 
are a tribute paid by wickedness 
to true religion. The religion 
of heaven makes such an impo- 
sing impression upon the con- 
sciences of men, that they are 
unable, generally, to disown its 
reality. Butas the religion of 
the gospel promises no good to 
the selfish heart, or to the wick- 
ed life, the powers of the mind 
are put in requisition to ‘cvise 
some imitation which will ois pel 
the fear of divine indignation, 
and leave a license to the indul- 
gence of lust. The efforts of 
false religion and hypocrisy will 
ever be graduated by the actual 
prevalence of the love and obe- 
dience of divine truth ; because 
it is the actual existence of reli- 
gion, In its practical effects, that 
awes the profane, and alarms the 
consciences of the wicked.— 
When, therefore, we see the ad- 
vacates of error at rest, when the 
sons of hypocrisy are scarcely 
to be found, when the cause of 
infidelity has few and feeble ad- 
vocatesy there is sufficient reason 
to conciude that the cause of 
truth is in a declining - state. 
These effects are indubitable in- 
dications that the real friends of 
Christ are few, that those few 
have little life, that there is little 
zeal for God, that their lives 
bear no severe testimony against 
iniquity, that the stupid suffer 
very littl from their admonti- 
tions, that the throne of grace is 
seldom assailed by their impor- 
tunate supplications. When my- 
ny knees bend in the closet, 


1812.] 


when many tears of penitence 
and wrestling prayer water the 
pillow of the night, the Adversa- 
ry is alarmed, and all the resour- 
ces of wickedness are immedi- 
ately summoned in opposition to 
truth. The Lord Jesus has as- 
sailed the dominion of the god 
of this world. When his friends 
relax their efforts, his foes rest 
at ease.—TZhis is our firesent 
state. I would to God that a 
different view of the state of re- 
ligion among us could justly be 
presented. But it is necessary 
that we should know the truth. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to 
enquire into the causes which 
have led tothis state of things. 
We may say in the general, Be- 
hold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear: But your iniquilies 
have sefiarated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you. Ina few 
words concerning our duty upon 
this subject, there will be some 
suggestions of the probable cau- 
ses which have induced the 
present interesting state of 
things. 

In the first place, I call upon 
iny fellow-sinners, to consider, 
to realize, that they are advan- 
cing, rapidly, tothe bar of God ; 
that they enjoy the highest 
gospel privileges, and that the 
woe denounced against Chora- 
zin and Bethsaida will, inevita- 
bly, be theirs, unless they re- 
pent; that many of them have 
seen times of the special dis- 
plays of the power and grace of 
God, and have refused his gra- 
cious invitation, when he has 
been calling many to his holy 
kingdom ; that all of them 
have experienced times of the 

Vou. V. No, 1. 
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special strivings of the Spirit 
of God upon their consciences, 
and that his Sfirit will not al- 
ways strive with man; that 
the longer they continue unre- 
conciled to God, their prospect 
of ever getting into his kingdom 
is most rapidly diminishing. 
They are constantly shortening 
their probationary season ; and 
every subsequent period of hu- 
man life has aless prospect of 
divine influences than the pe- 
riod preceding. Yet still we 
hear the gospel call, still we 
enjoy the testimony of the min- 
isters of Christ, still we are 
firisoners of hope. 

I call upon professors of re- 
ligion. ‘hese have named the 
mame of Christ. To them, 
their fellow-men have a right 
to look, to them they will look, 
to know the real, practical excel- 
lency of that religion which 
they profess to love, and have 
vowed to honor. Their fidel- 
ity in the service of their Mas- 
ter, and their general example 
of life, will ever be the principal 
means of impressing upon their 
fellow-sinners the holiness and 
infinite importance of the reli- - 
gion of Jesus, or of fixing them 
in carnal ease and perishing se* 
curity. It is in answer to their 
humble, importunate prayers, 
principally in secret, that the 
gracious influences of the di- 
vine Spirit will be poured out, 
for the revival of his church and 
the salvation of immortal sin- 
ners. My _ fellow-professors, 
we are all slumbering and slee- 
ping, allaround us is the still- 
ness of midnight ; but shortly 
the cry will resound, Behold, the 
bride-groom cometh. Are we 
prepared to meet the heavenly 
bride-groom ? ' 


B 
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I call upon the venerable ser- 
vants of Christ who minister at 
the altar. ‘'o them has the Lord 
Jesus committed the high privi- 
lege of preaching to their fel- 
low-men, the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. This is an office of 
the highest responsibility of any 
one held on earth. From their 
lips we hear the testimony of 
God; from their ministrations 
we receive the bread of life— 
They expect to meet their hear- 
ers at the bar of God, where 
they will testify concerning their 
fidelity, and where their la- 
bors, will be reviewed by Him 
from whom they have received 
their commission. The hum- 
ble ministers of the divine 
Nazarene will then be approved 
for their fidelity, and every soul, 
of whose salvation they. have 
been instrumental, will bea gem 
of heavenly lustre in their 
eternal crown. How infinitely 
trifling is a little puff of fame, 
a little ephemeral distinction, a 
little property, a little temporal 
ease, when set in competition 
with the eternal salvation of sin- 
ners! The kingdom of Heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force. In no case is 
this divine declaration more ap- 
plicable, than to that of the la- 
bors of ministers respecting 
the spiritual interests of their 
hearers. The humble, labori- 
ous, persevering ministers of 
Christ, through grace, take hea- 
ven, by violence,and open a door 
for their diligent hearers to the 
mansions of glory. 

We live in an eventful period. 
God is shaking the nations in 
his anger, he is shaking them 
in his love. The European na- 
tions which, for ages, have been 
the pillars of the great aposta- 
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cy, he scourges with a rod of 
iron. Yet he remembers his 
great mercy, and his holy pro- 
mises to the Mediator, and is 
sending his Word, with its sa- 
cred institutions, tothose who 
have long been destitute, un- 
covering the corruptions of idol- 
atry, which has reigned uncon- 
troled for ages.’ The unparal- 
leled exertions of the friends of 
truth, for the furtherance of 
these great objects, most evi- 
dently meets the approbation of 
Heaven, and will render the 
present a distinguished epoch in 
the history of the church, with 
all succeeding times. While 
these events are peculiarly ani- 
mating to all the professed 
friends of Christ, we shall hope 
that this may net be a natural 
animation arising from the im- 
posing character of these splen- 
did scenes, but that which pro- 
ceeds from a humble longing 
for the salvation of sinners, and 
a holy joy in the glory of the 
Redeemer. We shall not suf- 
fer our attention to be engaged 
by these interesting occurren- 
ces, to the neglect of the per- 
sonal and private duties of every 
Christian. Pew Christians can 
engage, profitably, in these great 
events, except by pecuniary 
contribution and prayer. That 
spirit of contrite, persevering 
prayer for the prosperity of Zi- 
on, which is necessarily con- 
nected with a life of humble 
obedience, self-denial and a 
faithful observance of the ordi- 
nary duties of life, is the most 
effectual aid which we can render 
the cause of our blessed Lord. 
We should not be misled by that 
visionary absurd benevelence, 
which would neglect the natu- 
ral sphere of our excrtions, for 
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distant scenes, in which our ef- 
forts can have very little effect. 
Amid these great events, which, 
in a peculiar tanner, interest 
the feelings of the ministers of 
Christ, they cannot forget the 
spheres of their more eminent 
usefulness, in which God has 
been pleased to place them.— 
They will ever feel their first 
duties to be to their own souls, 
to their immediate connections, 
and to the little flocks with which 
they are connected by the most 
interesting tics. Christ’s king- 
dom is one. The salvation ofa 
soul, whether here orin India, is 
a gem in his eternal crown.— 
The strength of his kingdom, 
where his church now exists, is 
the only good ground of hope 


for the extensive progress of his: 


gospel. The ministers of 
‘Christ, among us, will seek to 
maintain that harmony which 
so happily prevails among them, 
and will engage ene another in 
greater zeal in the cause of their 
common Lord. And while they 
are endeavoring to promote a 
useful connection with their 
brethren and the churches a- 
broad, they will not be unmind- 
ful of the ornaments of the 
Christian character, and of the 
true interests of the Redecm- 
er’s cause.—The death of their 
fellow-laborers in the vineyard 
will remind them of that solemn 
account which they will soon 
render at the bar of God. In 
the year past, it has pleased 
the great Head of the Church 
to remove four of the fathers 
from his church militant, to 
join, we hope, the everlasting 
song. The aged and pious 


Boardwell and Williston, the 
vencrable Strong, the worthy 
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Olcott * for some years past un- 
able to pursue his beloved work, 
could not continue by reason of 
death. The present year will, 
probably, summon some of 
their survivors to give an ac- 
count of their stewardship — 
Blessed be God that he contin- 
ues to call other laborers into 
his vineyard, and supplies our 
destitute chuches, with faithful 
witnesses for Christ. He is 
King in Zion, and blessed be his 
name. N. 


—— ie 


An Historical View of the First 
Planters of New-England. 


No. IV. 
(Continued fromVol.IV.p. 451.) 


AVING seen that the first 

settlement of New-Eng- 
land was an effect of religious 
persecution ; having given a 
brief sketch of its progress in 
England, from the period of the 
reformation, to the migration 
of our forefathers from their 
native country ; we will here 
make a little pause in our narra- 
tion, and devote the present 
short number to a consideration 
of the general nature of reli- 
gious persecution. 

The true ground of persecu- 
tion on account of religion is the 
enmity of the human heart to 
the righteousness of God. All 
true religion flows from God 
and partakes of his character. 


— <i 


* The Rev. Joel Boardwell, of 
Kent ; the Rev. Noah Williston, of 
West-Haven ; the Rev. Cyprian 
Strong, D. D. of Chatham; the 
Rev. Allen Olcott, of Farmington, 


! late resident at Orford. 






























































Ehstorical View. 


The true character -of the hu- 
man heart, in view of the holi- 
ness and purity of the Most 
High, is attested by an authori- 
ty which could not err. Vow 
have they both scen and hated 
both me and my Lather. This 
being the case, persecution, 
which flows from enmity to 


righteousness, is congenial to | 


the nature of the human heart. 
The image of the moral char- 
acter of God is impressed upon 
his people. For, if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his. ‘This spirit of 
holiness, wherever it exists, 
whether in a greater or less de- 
gree, is the object of the dislike 
and hatred of the human heart. 
The operation of this principle 
in the course of persecution, 
seems to be after this manner. 
There is something in right- 
eousness, so just, so reasonable, 
so excellent, so imposing, that 
the intellect, the conscience 
of all reasonable beings, always 
testify in its favor. When, 
therefore, the transgressor looks 
upon the friend of truth, he 
views him. as possessing a val- 
uable quality which he does not 
possess himself, and for not 
possessing it, he feels himself 
not only a loser but criminally 
guilty. Thus aspirit of self- 
ishness and envy adds an acu- 
men to his hatred of righteous- 
ness, and engages all the rage 
of the heart against the friends 
and servants of God.—The 
characters of the righteous are 
aconstant and a severe reproof 
to the wicked. The integrity, 
the purity, and the benevolence, 
of the friends of truth, admin- 
ister to the wicked a reproof, 
more impressive and severe, 
than the px 
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ever can give. This silent tes- 
timony for righteousness, this 
overwhelming censure of vice, 
is, many times, too heavy for 
the wicked to bear. In such 
cases, the ifternal rage of the 
soul bursts forth into a flame of 
persecution. The citizen of 
Athens gave his vote for the 
banishment of Aristides, be- 
cause he could not endure to 
hear him called The Just. If 
the light which glowed around 
the best man in the city were 
extinguished, his own vices 
would not appear in so deepa 
shade. 

The earliest instance of per- 
secution on record issued in 
the death of the second person 
that was born, by the hand of 
the first. An infallible com- 
mentator upon this transaction 
has clearly elucidated its nature. 
And wherefore slew he him? 
Because his own works were evil, 
and his brother’s righteous. 
The pure character of the first 
martyr was the principal cause 
which inflamed the rage of his 
unrighteous brother. Jf thou 
doest WELL shalt thou not be ac- 
cefited? This, he would not 
do. And to conceal the odium 
of his wickedness, he resolved 
to extinguish the pure flame 
that ascended from the altar of 
Abel’s faith. As this was the 
first instance of persecution 
for righteousness’ suke, so was 
it the pattern, and the true 
characteristic of all which have 


' since taken place. 


From the preceding re- 
marks, it may be observed, that 
a spirit of persecution is a spirit 
of atheism. A fixed disappro- 
bation of the moral character of 
Jchovah, a confirmed dislike of 
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God. His holiness is essential 
to his character ; to disclaim 
the holiness of God, therefore, 
is atheism. : 

The character of God is dis- 
cernible from his works and 
from the communications which 
he has made of himself, which 
are accessible by all men. This 
position is established by the 
testimony of inspiration. Of 
those who hold the truth in un- 
righteousness, the Apostle ob- 
serves. Rom. i. 19, 20. Because 
that which may be known of God, 
zs manifest in them; for God 
hath shewed it unto them. For 
the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his 
eternal fower and Godhead ; so 
that they are without excuse. If 
the character of God be exhib- 
ited in his works of creation, in 
the things that are made, so clear- 
ly as that men are without ex- 
cuse for not glorifying him, and 
for being unthankful ; it is evi- 
dent, that the existence and es- 
sential attributes of the Most 
High are clearly discernible 
from his works. The Evangel- 
ist John testifies concerning 
Christ, That was the true light, 
which lighieth every man that 
cometh into the world. It appears, 
therefore, that all men have 
before them, the evidence of 
the essential character of God, 
contained in his works, and that 
all men are enlichtened, in some 
degree, by the Heht of Christ. 
This being the case, all the hea- 
then, who deny the true God, 
who forsake Jehovah for the 
worship of false gods, are, vir- 
tually and practically, atheists. 
It has not becn customary to 
affix this appellation upon the 
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devotees of Bel, Astarte, Osiris, 
Saturn, and Woden, as they dif 
not deny the existence of invisi- 
ble beings, whom they denomi- 
nated gods. Yet, God has mani- 
fested himself to men,as wehave 
seen, and he requires the sole 
acknowledgment of his crea- 
tures. The gods of the heathen 
are no gods, and the whole sys- 
tem of their mythology is a tacit 
confession that their gods are 
vanity. The characters which 
they give them, the attributes 
which they ascribe to their di- 
vinities, show that they despise 
them, as undeserving of fear or 
love. As, therefore, there is no 
God but the Lord, as he re- 
quires an undivided homage or 
none atall, and as he has given 
sufficent evidence of his exis- 
tence, those who do not truly 
acknowledge him, are, verily, 
without God (in the original, 
athcists,) in the world. 

From this practical atheism, 
this atheism of the heart, pro- 
ceeds all persecution of true 
religion. As all true religion 
comes from God, and partakes 
of his character, the heart which 
is opposed to him, will hate his 
religion, wherever it may ap- 
pear. Holiness is the same in 
its nature, whether it exist in 
God or in creatures. The view 
of it in either excites the hatred 
and enmity of an unholy heart. 
Thus the hearts of men are 
naturally prepared for the ser- 
vices of persecution, in efflict- 
ing and destroying the friends 
of holiness and truth. 

Various are the means, which, 
through the good Providence of 
God, have prevented the malice 
of persecution from raging in- 
cessantly, against the cause of 
truth, in every period of time. 
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It has ever been most evident, 
that revealed religion has been 
better calculated to secure the 
tranquillityand promote the pros- 
perity of civil society, than any 
system of policy or morals ever 
devised by human wisdom. All 
wise legislators, therefore, no 
Jess than the philanthropist and 
the moralist, have found it ne- 
cessary to make it the basis, if 
not the leading: feature of their 
respectivesystems. Inthecourse 
of these numbers, we expect to 
show that the civil institutions 
communicated by God to Mo- 
ses, have been the foundation of 
all the distinguished systems of 
legislation, in ancient and mod- 
ern times. Thus, the incorpo- 
ration of human institutions, to 
a certain degree, with divine 
truth, has operated as a protec- 
tion of the friends of the right- 
eousness of God. Another 
means, which has operated to 
sestrain the unlimited rage of 
persecution, is the moral sym- 
metry, the originality, and the 
unequalled excellency ef the 
truths and the composition of 
the Holy Scriptures, which have 
ever commended themselves to 
all persons of discernment and 
taste in an irresistible manner. 
And though the heart may feel 
a painful repugnance to many 
of their doctrines, the con- 
science acknowledges their cor- 
rectness, and the intellect can- 
not withold the highest appro- 
bation.—But that which has 
been, perhaps, the most power- 
ful cause of restraining the rage 
of persecution, is the great im- 
perfection and deficiences of the 
people of God in their duty.— 
The frequent faliings, and the 
habitual unfaithfulness of the 
visible friends of Christ, are a 
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constant relief to the conscien- 
ces of the wicked. It is not 
principle but frractice, that ef- 
fectually harrows the feelings of 
a corrupt heart. Notwithstand- . 
ing the the novelty and the pu- 
rity of the doctrines of Christ, 
it is most likely his enemies 
would never have put him to 
death, had it not been for the 
holiness of his life. His hum- 
ble demeanor, his faithful obe- 
dience, his unostentatious be- 
nevolence, his stedfast testimo- 
ny for God, were a satire and a 
reproof upon their principles 
and conduct, which they could 
not endure. That holiness of 
conduct, which continually re- 
minded them that they deserved 
the wrath of God, was too much 
to be borne; his blood alone 
could remove the reproof and 
satiate their rage. ‘The same 
is true of the long list of the 
faithful martyrs of truth. The 
corrupt court of Darius could 
not endure the presence of Dan- 
icl: because they could find no 
occasion against him except it 
were concerning the law of hie 
God. He must therefore be 
destroyed. Stephen loved, 
taught, and practised the truths 
of Christ. Therefore, was he 
put todeath. Marcus Aurelius 
hated the Christians, because 
their lives were more immacu- 
late than any of the moralists 
of Rome, and because they 
would die with more compos- 
ure, submission, «nd hope, than 
he could witness in his illustri- 
ous patriots or most devoted 
sycophants. In times of per- 
secution, the Christian charac- 
ter is always the most brilliant. 
In times of quietness, the 
friends of Christ relax in their 
fidelity, and grow negligent in 
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duty, and their enemies rest 
at ease. If, in their characters, 
they cease to assail the fabric 
of wickedness, its defenders 
will leave them unmolested. 
The early patriarchs and 
saints, and, in later times, the 
Jewish people, endured the suf- 
ferings of persecution from the 
rage of the wicked, who disown- 
ed the true God. At the rise 
of Christianity, the Roman Em- 
pire, which honored the divini- 
ties who were vanity and a lie, 
raised its persecuting arm a- 
gainst the cause of truth, and 
used every effort to effect its 
destruction. For several ages 
the blood of the martyrs flowed 
in streams and torrents. 
Superstition and hypocrisy, 
when grafted upon true religion, 
when nothing of the truth re- 
mains but the name, are well pre- 
pared for the graceless work of 
persecution. By carrying on its 
front the name of the true God, 
conscience is quieted, while the 
heart is left free to exercise all 
Hs rage against his holiness and 
truth. Yea, the glare of names 
and profession, often dazzles the 
minds of men to such a degree, 
that they perceive not the mo- 
tive by which they are actuated, 
and instead of the gratification 
of malice, they supposc it to be 
a zeal for God. Under the co- 
vert of such a delusion, the deep- 
est atheistical rage takes a se- 
cure retreat, and is prepared for 
the execution of every wicked- 
ness. To such, the appeals of 
truth are ineffectual ; satisfied 
with the name without the reali- 
ty, they are deaf to its most so- 
lemn remonstrances. The Jews 
were once the people of God’s 
gracious covenant. Abraham 
was their father, Moses was their 


Fitstorical View. 





1g 


lawgiver, Samuel and the proph- 
ets were their ancestors. But 
previous to the advent of the 
Messiah, they had become deep- 
ly sunk in corruption and vice. 
The forms of their religion they 
retained, the names of their sa- 
cred things were often in their 
mouths, but the pure precepts 
and the practical truths of the 
divine commandment, they had 
corrupted, discarded, and des- 
troyed. By their traditions, they 
had made the commandment of 
God of none effect. They had 
assumed the prerogative of Hea- 
ven and, by their own prescrip- 
tions, presumed to direct, vary, 
or annul, the precepts of God. 
Instead of submitting to the 
plain precepts of the God of Is- 
rael, they wonld subject his ho- 
ly truth and his divine institu- 
tions to a conformity to their 
fancies, and to countenance the 
indulgence of all their corrup- 
tions, Thus, by discarding the 
high authority of Jehovah, they 
disowned the true God. They 
would acknowledge no God but 
such an one asis not the God of 
Heaven, and thus, in reality, 
theyacknowledged none. When 
therefore the true God sent to 
them his only begotten Son, 
bringing with him all the cre- 
dentials of Heaven, perfectly sus- 
taining the divine character of 
hisl'ather, teaching the doctriues 
of holiness, self-denial, and sal- 
vation by grace, they say at once, 
Away with him. They put him 
to death ; and their rage against 
his followers has continued from 
that day to this. 

The papal power was nomi- 
nally Christian, but it became, at 
length, a great Apostate, the en- 
emy of God, the enemy of right- 


/eousness. This apostate church 
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is accurately described by the 
apostle to the Thessalonians, as 
one Who ofifoseth and exalteth 
himself above ali that is called 
God, or that is worshipped ; 30 
that he, as God, si/teth in the 
tempile of God, shewing himself 
that he is God. In this charac- 
ter, the catholic power became 
truly atheistical. ‘The catholic 
church assumed a prerogative, 
equal, perhaps superior to that 
of the Jews in their most corrupt 
state, of modifying, mutilating, 
and adding to the word of Ged. 
The prerogatives ascribed to 
their chief,some of thein at least, 
were such as belong énly to God. 
The doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, which maintained that the 
elements of the eucharist, by the 
incantation of the administrator, 
were transformed into the body 
and blood of Christ, and that the 
bread should then be presented 
as a proper object of adoration, 
was a most palpable denial of 
God. A late eloquent. writer* 
observes, * Popery naturally and 
necessarily conducts a nation in- 
to practical and speculative a- 
theism.” His judicious reason- 
ing upon this position, I omit.— 
A careful consideration of the 
history of those times will con- 
vince any one, that, previous to 
the reformation, real atheism 
had overspread the most of the 
countries which were subject to 
the Romish See. We notice one 
fact, which has been well pro- 
nounced by competent judges, 
“an incontrovertible proof ot 
the practical atheism of the 
times in which it took place.’ 
In the year 1477, an attempt 
was made, from motives of mere 
wickedness, to assassinate Lo- 
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renzode Medici the head of the 
republic of Piorence, the most 
polished state of Italy, which 
was, at that time, the most refi- 
ned.country in Europe. In this 
transaction, were associated the 
pope, a cardinal, an archbishop, 
and several other distinguished 
ecclesiastics. ‘The assassination 
was performed ina church, at 
the time of the administration of 
the holy eucharist, at the very 
period of the elevation of the 
host, when the people bowed in 
adoration. Lorenzo escaped, but 
his brotherGiuliano, whose death 
had also been determined by the 
assassins, fell by their ruffian 
hands. Lorenzo was at that 
lime the most illustrious and the 
most useful character in Italy.* 

The Romish church having 
assumed such a character, it na- 
turally became a violent perse- 
cutor of the religion of Christ. 
From about the eleventh centu- 
ry to the time of the reforma- 
tion, the persecutions of this An- 
ti-christian power were nume- 
rous and cruel, The people of 
God had trial of cruel mockings 
and scourgings, yea, moreover, 
of bonds and imprisonment, and 
death. 

The period of the reforma- 
tion, one of the most interesting 
epochs in the history of the 
church, was undoubtedly distin- 
guished with the special effu- 
sions of the Spirit of God, as has 
been observed by President Ed- 
wards in his History of Redemp- 
tion, and with a very great in- 
crease of true religion in the vi- 
sible church of Christ. This 
observation, however, applies 

—_ 

* See Roscoe’s Life of Lorenzo de 

Medici and Universal History, Vol. 
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more particularly to Germany 
and the countries on the conti- 
nent which adopted the reform- 
ation, where it was effected, prin- 
cipally, by the undaunted eiTorts 
of the zealous friends of truth. 
In England, the cause of the re- 
formation was first espoused by 
the government, and, primarily, 
from political views. Though 
there was, undoubtedly, a pro- 
gressive and a great increase of 
vital religion, in the nation, from 
this time, this increase was slow 
and gradual. It was therefore a 
long period, before there was 
any great change in public senti- 
ment upon the subject of reli- 
gion. That change of public 
sentiment, which was effected in 
many of the contincntal states, 
by the concussions of the refor- 
mation, in a short period, in 
England, was left to the ordina- 
ry course of events, and was not 
effected in less than a century. 
Thus, although the principles 
of the reformation were adopted 
by the state, vital religion con- 
tinued subject to public obloquy; 
and the propriety of punishing 
Non-Conformity could not be 
eradicated from the public mind. 
From these causes, proceeded 
the severe persecutions to which 
the Puritans were continually 
subjected, from the time of their 
first rise, soon after the reform- 
ation, till after the period in 
which some of them emigrated 
to America, and laid the founda- 
tion of the states and churches 
of New-England. 

As persecutien has ever been 
ihe great means in the hand of 
the Most High of separating the 
gold of his church from the 
dross ; so the sufferings of our 
fathers produced in them an ex- 
ample of humility, of fidelity 
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to the truth, of unconquerable 
zeal for God, of unchanging at- 
tachment to the interests of Zi- 
on, of labor and suffering for the 
advancement of these interests ; 
which is a legacy, bequeathed to 
their posterity, of inestimable 
value, which will be celebrated 
tothe remotest periods of the 
church, and which will finally 
raise these sons of renown to ele 
evated seats in endless glory. 


(To be continued.) 
—— SS a 


God urges Sinners to accept his 
offers of Mercy, by the great 
motives of Happiness and Mis- 


cry. 


OD knows the truce inter- 

A est of sinners and is sin- 
cerely concerned to promote it, 
both in time and eternity. In 
tender compassion he has given 
his Son to die for them, that 
they may live. And after he 
has provided a Saviour, he urges 
them by the most proper mo- 
tives to accept the salvation, 
which he graciously offers in his 
name. Yea, he condescends to 
reason with them, in order to 
persuade them to consult their 
own personal interest, as ration- 
al and immortal creatures. In 
various parts of the holy Scrip- 
tures, God places beiore sinners 
the endless happiness of heav- 
en, and the endless misery of 
hell, and urges them by these 
great motives to accept his of- 
fers of mercy.—In attending 
to this subject, 

I. I would show that God 
does offer mercy to sinners. 
This some deny, and maintain 
that all offers of mercy are made 
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to the penitent, and none to the 
impenitent. But if we exam- 
ine either the Old or New Tes- 
tament, we shall find offers of 
mercy to those who never ac- 
cepted them, and who remain- 
ed impenitent and unbelieving 
till their space of repentance 
and day of grace expired. The 
apostle tells us that the Israel- 
ites, who perished in the wilder- 
ness, rejected the offers of the 
gospel. “ For unto us was the 
gospel preached, as well as unto 
them ; but the word preached 
did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that 
heard it.’ The gospel offer- 
ed them mercy, but they des- 
pised and rejected it. Solomon 
represents divine wisdom, which 
is gencrally supposed to per- 
sonate Christ, as making free 
and universal invitations to sin- 
ners, who are pursuing the path 
of the destroyer. “ Doth not 
wisdom cry? and understand- 
ing put forth her voice? She 
crieth at the gates, at the entry 
of the city, at the coming in at 
thedoors. Unto you, O men, 
I call ; and my voice is to the 
sonsof men. QO ye simple, un- 
derstand wisdom : and ye fools, 
be ye ofan understanding heart.” 
By the prophet Isaiah, God re- 
peatedly invites sinners to ac- 
cept of pardoning mercy. 
“ Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord : though 
your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” Andin the 
same prophecy he says again, 
* Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money ; come, 
ye, buy and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without 
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money and without price. In- 
cline your ear and come unto 
me ; hear, and your soul shail 
live.” We also find Christ him- 
self freely offering spiritual and 
eternal blessings to the inpeni- 
tent and unbelieving. “ In 
the last day, that great day of 
the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink.” 
And when he sent his apostles 
to preach the gospel, he com- 
manded them to make the offer 
of salvation to allin every house 
and city into which they enter- 
ed, whether they would receive 
or reject it. Indeed nothing is 
plainer from the whole current 
of scripture, than that God of- 
fers salvation to sinners. This 
he has done ever since the first 
apostacy unto the present day. 
And it has been the general 
practice of prophets, priests, 
apostics and ministers to exhib- 
it the offers of mercy to all to 
whom they preached the gos- 
pel. Nor can the gospel be 
fully and faithfully preached 
without exhibiting God’s gra- 
cious invitations to sinners of 
all ages, characters and condi- 
tions, to accept of salvation 
through the mediation of the 
divine Redeemer. God repre- 
sents himself in the gracious 
attitude of calling to sinners 
while they are refusing, and of 
stretching out his hand tothem, 
while they are disregarding. 
I would now show, 

II. That God urges sinners 
to accept the mercy which he 
offers them, by the great mo- 
tives of happiness and misery. 
These motives he addresses to 
every sinner by Solomon, when 
he says, * If thou be wise, thou 
shalt be wise for thyself; but 








if thou scornest thou alone shalt 
bear it.’ This is the common 
language of God to sinners 
from the beginning to the end 
of the Bible. I will recite a 
few pertinent and striking pas- 
sages. In the eleventh chapter 
of Deuteronomy, Moses says to 
the people whom he had con- 
ducted out of Egypt, “ Behold, 
I set before you this day a bles- 
sing and a curse ; ablessing, if 
ye obey the commandments of 
the Lord your God, which I 
command you this day: anda 
curse, if ye will not obey the 
commandments of the Lord 
your God.” In the thirtieth 
chapter he says again to the 
same people, “ I call heaven 
and earth to record this day 
against you, that I have set be- 
fore you life and death, blessing 
and cursing: therefore choose 
life, that both thou and thy 
seed may live.” And Moses 
commanded the twelve tribes, 
after they had passed over Jor- 
dan, to divide equally, and half 
stand upon mount Gerizim, and 
half on mount Ebal ; and com- 
manded the Levites, while the 
twelve tribes were in this sol- 
emn situation, to read both the 
blessings promised to obedience, 
and the curses denounced to 
disobedience, that all Israel 
might choose the Lord to be 
their God, upon the pain of his 
everlasting displeasure, if they 
rejected him. Long afier this, 
God directed Isai-h to tender 
his mercy to his people under 
the same awful sanctions. 
** Say ye tothe righteous that 
it shall be well with them : for 
they shall eat the fruit of their 
doings. Wo unto the wicked ; 


{t shall be ill with him : for the 
reward of his hands shall be 
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given him.” Christ urged men 
to receive the gospel by the 
great motives of future happi- 
ness and misery. And in the 
commission he gave the apos- 
tles to preach the gospel to ev- 
ery creature, he commanded 
them to say—‘ He that believ- 
eth and is baptized shall be sav- 
ed; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” A multi- 
tude of passages of this import 
might easily be adduced ; but 
enough have been recited to 
make it appear that God does 
urge sinners to accept the mer- 
cy he offers to them, by the 
great motives of happiness and 
misery. These are indeed 
great motives ; because the 
happiness promised and the 
‘misery threatened are both ex- 
ceedingly great. They are as 
greatin degree and duration as 
they can be; for the happiness 
promised to him that accepts of 
mercy is eternal life ; and the 
misery threatened to him that 
rejects mercy is eternal death. 
God promises every one, who 
accepts the offer of mercy, all 
the good which he is capable of 
enjoying through the boundless 
ages of cternity. He promises 
‘o give every penitent believer 
a place in his heavenly king- 
dom, and to make him as holy 
and happy as his nature will ad- 
mit. Orin other words, he 
promises to bestow as much 
of the whole happiness of the 
universe upon him, as he is cae 
pable of enjoying. This is 
justly called + an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.” But 
on the other hand, he threatens 
the unholy and the unbelieving 
with eternal death, which com- 
prises complete and endless 
misery. He threatens to pour 
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out the vials ofhiswrath, without 
mixture and without end upon 
every soul of man, who dies in 
his sins. Our Saviour has set 
the portion of the righteous 
and of the wicked in the most 
awful contrast in the twenty- 
fifth chagger of Matthew. He 
says— The wicked shall go 
away into everlasting punish- ji 
ment; but the righteous into 
lifeecternal.” These greatest of 
ail motives Cod places before 
sinners to urge them to accept 
the offers of mercy. It now 
remains to show, 

Il]. Why God uges these 
motives upon sinners for such 

purpose. This is the most 
difficult part of our subject to 
set in a clear and consistent 
light. It appears plain from 
what has becn said already, 
that God does urge sinners to 
accept of his mercy, by the 
great and everlasting motives, 
which are drawn froma future 
and eternal state of rewards and 
punishments. But many finda 
difficulty in accounting for this 
part of the divine conduct. God 
certainly knows, that sinners 
are altogether selfish, and have 
no regard to his glory, or to the 
general good of the universe. 
They are so entirely attached to 
their private, separate, personal 
happiness, that they prefer it to 


-any scheme which has the good 


of others for its object. ‘They are 
net willing to give up their tem- 
poral good for the temporal 
gocd of others ; and much less 
are they willing to lose this 
life, that they may find it, in 
the only way which the gospel 
reveals. The gospel is the 
most disintere sted, benevolent 
scheme, that ever was devised. 
N is founded in the most per- 
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fect, disinterested benevolence 
of the Deity. It is a scheme 
perfectly calculated, in its na- 
ture and operation, to promote 
the highest possible good of the 
universe, at the expense of the 
endless misery of multitudes of 
intelligent and immortal creas 
tures. None therefore can heart- 
ily embrace the gospel upon self- 
ish considerations. A holy, 
benevolent heart is absvlutely 
necessary to prepare any sinner 
to accept of that mercy, which 
God offers to him in the gospel. 
And God knows that every sin- 
ner is totally destitute of the 
least degree of true holiness, 
or disinterested affection. Why, 
then, does he urge sinners to 
embrace a benevolent gospel, 
which they perfectly hate, 
and which no selfish mo- 
tives will have the least ten- 
dency to make them love ? 
If they regard eternal life, or 
dread eternal misery, only on 
selfish principles, this will not 
prepare them in the least de- 
gree to embrace the self-deny- 
ing terms of the gospel. So 
that the motives of happiness 
and misery, which God places 
before sinners must either ! have 
no effect on their hearts, or else 
make them more strongly op- 
posed to the gospel. Hence the 
question still returns, Why 
dees God urge the cternal in- 
terests of sinners to persuade 
them to embrace a perfectly 
holy and benevolent gospel ? It 
is always necessary to meke a 
difficulty appear, in order to re- 
move it. But perhaps, after all 
that shall be said, some may 
imagine the difficulty is wot res 
moved. We shall, however, 
attempt to show why God ur- 
mes the mottves ef cternal life 











and eternal death upon sinners, 
to persuade them to embrace 
the offer of mercy made in the 
gospel. 

1. God urges sinners to em- 
brace the offer of life, by mo- 
tives of their own future happi- 
ness, because he really desires 
their highest good. He knows 
the nature and worth of their 
souls, and the importance of 
their eternal interests. He 
knows how much _ happiness 
they are capable of enjoying, 
and how much misery they are 
capable of suffering, in a future 
and eterna! state. And he feels 
an infinitely tender and compas- 
Sionate concern for their ever- 
lasting welfare. His heart 
is deeply affected in a view 
of their making an unwise 
choice, and destroying them- 
selves for ever. He knows, if 
they reject life and choose death 
he must pour out the full vials 
of his wrath upon them for ever, 
which is in its own nature infi- 
nitely contrary to his benevolent 

eclings towardsthem. Hence 
he addresses the sinners in Zion 
in this melting language, “iow 
shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? 
How shall I deliver thee, Israel ? 
How shall I make thee as Ad- 
mah? How shall I set thee as 
Zeboim ? mine heart is turned 
within me ; my repentings are 
kindled together.” Now if God 
feelssuch tenderness and con- 
cern for the good of sinners, he 
must be disposed to expostulate 
with them, and urge them by 
the great motives of eternity, 
to make a wise choice and ac- 
cept the great salvation, which 
he has provided for them and 
tenders to them in his word. It 
must be highly proper that sin- 
ners should know how their ho- 
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ly and offended sovereign feels 
towards them. And though 
the motives he exhibits to their 
view should totally fail of per- 
suading them tosecure their eter- 
nal felicity, yet they will answer 
the valuable purpose of demon- 
strating his good will towards 
them. To use the infinitely 
weighty motives of their own 
eternal happiness and misery, 
to persuade them to escape the 
camnation of hell and secure 
the blessedness of Heaven, 
must give them the hichest 
possible evidence of his regard 
for their eternal good. And 
this is one good reason for his 
setting life and death before 
them, and urging them by all 
the weight of their eternal in- 
terests to choose life. 

2. God urges sinners to em- 
brace the offers of life, which 
he makes them, by the motives 
of eternity, because they are 
proper motives to be set before 
rational and moral beings in 
their situation. Though they 
are totally selfish, yet they are 
capable of seeing the propriety 
and feeling the obligation of 
securing their eternal happiness, 
in a way which is disinterested 
and benevolent. They are ca+ 
pable of seeing and feeling, 
that they ought to have a be- 
nevolent, and not a selfish re- 
gard to their own interest both 
in time and eternity. When, 
therefore, God urges their own 
eternal happiness and mis- 
cry, as powerful motives to 
pursuade them to choose life and 
avoid death, they are capable of 
secing and feeling their obli- 
gations to comply with the 
motives in a benevolent, and not 
in a selfish manner. For these 
are proper, and just, and powcr- 











22 


ful motives to that very benevo- 
lence, which is necessary to ap- 
prove of the benevolent scheme 
of salvation through the re- 
demption of Christ. And were 
they truly benevolent, the mo- 
tives which God urges upon 
them would appear infinitely 
weighty and important. Their 
not being benevolent is no rea- 
son why God should not exhibit 
proper motives to benevolence. 
Though they are selfish and re- 
gard their own interests in time 
and eternity in a selfish man- 
ner; yet they ought to regard 
them as God regards them, in 
a benevolent manner. And 
when God exhibits these mo- 
tives before them, he uses the 
most proper means to excite 
their benevolence and not their 
selfishness. If these motives 
do excite their selfishness, God 
is not answerable for it, but 
they themselves. They exer- 
cise wrong affections, in vicw 
of right motives. God offers 
them mercy on the terms of the 
gospel, and urges them to ac- 
cept the offer by the motives of 
their eternal happiness on the 
one hand, and their eternal mis- 
ery on the other, and they ought 
to be influenced by these mo- 
tives in a benevolent manner. 
Though their selfishness may 
render these motives ineffectu- 
al, yetit does not render them 
improper for God to urge upon 
their reason and conscience. 


God sees their danger, and ur- | 


ges the proper motives to induce 
them to escape it. He ircats 
them as rational and moral be- 
ings oughtto be treated. He 
urges proper and powerful mo- 
tives, which they oughttofeel and 
to regard in a benevolent man- 
ner, though they are altogether 








Hahpiness and Misery, arguments to Repentance. (Jam 


selfish. This shews, that God 
does not urge them to sclfish- 
ness, but benevolence, which 
would effectually secure their 
eternal happiness. 

3. God urges sinners to em- 
brace the gospel, by the motives 
of their own eternal happiness 
and misery, because they will 
serve to render them inexcusa+ 
ble, if they reject the gospel. 
Though sinners are totally sel- 
fish, yet they are capable of 
seeing, that it is their indispen« 
sable duty to consult their own 
eternal good, and that since a 
way is provided and pointed out, 
in which they may secure the 
salvation of their immortal 
souls, they have no right to re- 
ject that way, and destroy their 
souls for ever. God’s holding 
up such reasons as bind their 
consciences to accept salvation 
will, if they reject the offers of 
life, render them entirely in- 
excusable. They must for 
ever condemn themselves, if in 
view of eternal happiness and 
misery, they choose death rath- 
er than life. And God tells 
them, this is one end he has to 
answer, by urging the great mo- 
tives of eternity upon them. 
He says, “I call heaven and 
earth to record against you, that 
I have set before you life and 
death ; and urged you to choose 
life.” Nothing can be better 
adapted to fasten the blame and 
guilt of rejecting the gospel 
upon finally impenitent sinners, 
than God’s setting life and deathy 
and urging them by these al- 
luring and alarming motives, to 
choose life and enjoy eternal 
blessedness. So then notwith- 
standing sinners are entirely 
selfish, and God knows the mo- 
tives of eternity wil! not move 
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them to act a wise and becom- 
ing part, yet he has an impor- 
tant end to answer by setting 
life and death before them. 
And that is, to render them to- 
tally inexcusable in the view of 
heaven and earth, and in the 
sight of their own consciences. 
Besides, 

4. Though God knows the 
great motives of eternity will 
not make sinners willing to em- 
brace the gospel offers ; yet he 
knows they will prepare them 
to see his sovereign grace, in 
making them willing, in the 
day of his power. ‘Che more 
clearly God makes sinners see 
and feel that their eternal hap- 
piness, or misery, depends upon 
their wisely choosing life, while 
they are utterly opposed to it, 
the more he prepares them to 
see his sovereign power in 
changing their hearts by his 
special grace. It is only in the 
view of danger, that sinners 
are either awakened, or con- 
vinced. They would be per- 
fectly secure, did not God hold 
up before their eyes the danger 
of losing their own souls and 
plunging themselves into reme- 
diless destruction. But it is 
necessary that they should be 
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effectually alarmed, and realize 


their guilty and perishing con- thoroughly 
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grace, if he makes them vessels 
of mercy. 

From the preceding observa- 
tions respecting the motives 
that God urges upon sinners, 
one great objection against the 
gospel appears entirely ground- 
less. Lord Shaftsbury, and af- 
ter him many other Infidels 
have objected against the gos- 
pel, because it urges men to du- 
ty, by the consideration of eters 
nal rewards and punishments. 
This, they say, renders the 
gospel both inconsistent and ab- 
surd. They say it is inconsis- 
tent because it teaches a disin- 
terested religion, and yet causes 
sinners to embrace this religion 
by selfish motives. But this is 
a false account of the motives 
that are urged upon sinners 
from the consideration of their 
own eternal happiness and mis- 
ery. They also say the gospel 
is absurd, because it really 
serves to promote a selfish re- 
ligion, which cannot be from 
God. But, if what has been 
said be true, the gospel not on- 
ly teaches, but tends to pro- 
mote a disinterested religion. 
The rewards and punishments 
proposed are proper motives to 
disinterested benevolence. Ac- 
cordingly they, who have most 
understood and 


dition, to see their need of! most cordially embraced the 
God’s operation on their hearts, gospel, have been the most be- 


and to acknowledge his grace, if 
he calis them out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. Thus 
God urges sinners to accept of 
his gracious offers, to manifest 
his feelings towards them, to 
treat them according to their 
nature and condition, to render 
them inexcusable if they reject 
his oflers, and to display his 





nevolent in their affections and 
conduct. Hence the gospel is 
neither inconsistent nor absurd 
in urging sinners to accept the 
offers of mercy, by the great 
motives of eternal happinesa 
and misery. 
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Remarks onthe phrase gave up 
the ghost, from Clarke's Com- 
mentary on the Bible, a new 
nork now publishing in Lon- 
don, end re-publishing in tus 
country. 


HEN Abrahai gave uf the 


Remarks on Gen. xxv. 8. 





ghost. The original word | 
signifies to fant for breath, ta! 
‘expire, to cease froim breathing ;\ 
and here, and whercver the ori- 
ginal word is used, the simple 
term expired would be the pro- 
per expression. In our trans- 
lation, this expression giving or 
yielding uft the ghost, occurs 
Genesis xxv. 8, 17. xxxv. 29. 
xlix. 33. Job iil. 11. x. 18. xi. 
20. xiii. 19. xiv. 10.. Lament. 
i. 19. in all of which places 
the original word is the same, 
and means fo exfiire. The ex- 
pression occurs also, in our 
translation, Jerem. xv. 9. but 
there the original is different 
and means she breathed out her 
soul. <As giving up the spirit, 
ghost, or soul, is an act not pro- 
per to man, though commending 
it to Ged, in our last moments, 
is both an act of faith and piety; 
and as giving uft the ghost, i. e. 
dismissing his sfirit from his 
body, is attributed to Jesus 
Christ, to whom alone it is pro- 
per, I therefore object against 





its use in every other case. No 
man, says Christ, taketh it my 
life, from me, but I lay it down 
of myself: Ihave frower to lay 
it down, and I have piower to 
take it again; therefore doth the 
Father love me, because I lay 
down my life that I might take 
ét again, John x. 17, 18. Hence 
we rightly translate Matt. xxvii. 
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50. he yielded up the ghost 3 i.e. 
he dismissed his spirit. The 
Evangelist St, John (xix. 30.) 
makes use of an expression to 
the same import, which we 
translate in the same way, Ae 


delivercd uft his spirit, We 
translate Mark xv. S57. and 
¥ bn °; -443 AG hp rr ’ i 

suuke %xlll. 46. he gave uft the 


ghost, but not correctly, because 
ihe word in both these places is 
very different ; it means simply, 
he breathed his last or expired 3 
though in the latter place, Luke 
xxiii. 46. there is an equivalent 
expression—O Father, into thy 
hands I commit my sfiirit ; i. e 
1 place my soul in thy hand : 
proving that the act was Ais own, 
that no man could take his life 
away from him ; that he did 
not die by the ferfidy of his 
disciple, or the malice of the 
Jews, but by his own free act. 
Thus He Lain pown his life 
for the sheep. Of Ananias and 
Sapphira, Acts v. 5, 10. and of 
Herod, Acts xii. 23. our trans- 
lation says, they gave ufi the 
ghost ; but the original word 
in both places simply means to 
breathe out, to exfiire or die: 
but in no case, either by the 
Septuagint in the old, or any 
of the sacred writers in the 
New Testament, is the phrase, 
he dismissed his spirit or deliver 
eduft his sfirit, spoken of any 
person but Christ. Abraham, 
Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, &c. 
breathed their last ; Ananias, 
Sapphira, and Herod, expired ; 
but none, Jesus Christ excepted, 
gave ufithe ghost, dismissed, or 
delivered uft his own spirit, anc 
Was consequently free among 
the dead. 
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18i2.} Narrative of Missions. 


AN ADDRESS on the subject of Missions, from the Trustees of 
the Misstonary Society of Connecticut to the Ministers and peo- 
ple of the State, together mith an Abstract of missionary labor 
poeformnd under their direction in the year 1811.—To which is 
subjoined, a Statement of the Funds of the Society, and a list of 
Books sent to the new Settlements. 


‘ LL fower is given unto me in heaven and in earth, said 

Jesus tohis apostles, when he was about to give them 
his last commission, before he returned to heaven. He added 
the solemn charge, ‘ Go ye, therefore, and teachall nations, bafi- 
‘ tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
* Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
‘ have commanded you: and their encouragement, lo, Iam with you, 
‘alway even unto the end of the world. The cotnmission was 
executed with a fidelity and perseverance, which the Spirit of 
God alone could impart. And a glorious success attended 
their labors, which the presence of Jesus alone could produce. 
In ashort time these heralds of the Saviour visited many nations 
in darkness, in the rezion and shadow of death, and enlightened 
them with the glorious light of the gospel, With confidence in 
the promise and support of Christ, the apostles went forth to 
conquer the prejudices and to correct the delusions of the world. 
They saw with joy the conquests of truth over the prejudices of 
men, and the liberation of multitudes from the most awful and en- 
slaving delusions. 

The commission and promise which were given to the apos- 
tles have been continued and acknowledged until the present time. 
The spirit which animated them in their labors of love, has mo- 
ved the disciples of Christ in various ages, and enabled them to 
bear along the light, in triumph over the works of darkness. 

To men of reflection, even though their observation be confi- 
ned to the societies which limit their personal intercourse, it is evi- 
dent that the gospel is an inestimable blessing of God, and is suc- 
cessful by divine influence. But to him who extends his views, 
to an enlarged mind, which recollects the emancipation of men 
by the gospel in former ages, and compares our condition with 
those who are yet deluded and devoured by idolatry, how giori- 
ous this evidence ! While such a man is constrained to exclaim, 
‘ Blessed is the preofile that know the joyful sound,’ he cannot fail 
to add, * Send out thy light and thy truth, O Lord, and let the 
‘ earth be filled with thy glory ! 

While Christians in various parts of the world are using their 
efforts to spread the gospel among the different nations dwelling 
in the darkened corners of the earth, filled with the habitations of 
cruelty, God is pleased graciously to remember the peculiar 
condition of our relatives and friends in our destitute settlements. 
He has awakened the attention and opened the hearts and hands 


of many to pity and to assist them. Societies have been formed 
VoL. V. No. }. D 
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: and donations and contributions made to send them the gos- 

pel. The people of this State, under a seme of the high 
Bay privileges they enjoy, have distinguished themselves in this chari- 

i ty. And they have ofien been refreshed with the tidings of great 
good which has attended their liberality. The annual Narratives 
of missionary services, that have been furnished by the ‘Trustees 
of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, have presented the 
greatest encouragements to perseverance in this way of well do- 
ing. itis with great satisfaction that the Trustees are able to 
present the friends of Zion with athirtcenth Narrative, full of the 
most animating information. 

The fields which have enjoyed the labors of the missionaries 
employed by the Connecticut Missionary Society are the north- 
ern parts of Vermont; the western parts of New York; the 
northern and western parts of Pennsylvania, the State of Ohio, and 
particularly that part of it called New Connecticut. Some pla- 
ces, formerly favored with missionaries, and which plead for 
help, have necessarily been left without assistance, because the 
funds of the Society are inadequate at present: other places, for 
the same reason, have received but little aid, although the peo- 
ple were distressed when they heard that probably they should 
no more be refreshed by the preaching of missionaries. We 
trust the Lord, who hath the hearts of all men and their treas- 
ures at his disposal, will yet remember them. 

The missionaries who have labored in the State of Vermont, 
since the communications contained in our last Narrative, are the 
Rev. Messrs John Denison, Jonathan Hovey, Salmon King, Da- 
vid H. Williston, Simeon Parmele, James Parker and Mr. 
Asahel Gaylord. ‘The accounts which they give of the value of 
missionary labor to the country, and the gratitude of the people 
for this charity, are highly pleasing. 

Mr. Ilovey spent about sixteen weeks in his mission, preach- 
ed usually every day, and in the evening when people could be 
convened, and revisited places before his return. He observed 
an evident alteration in may places which he visited a second time. 
The people were more regular in their attendance, more ready to 
hear, and more impressed with divine truth. ‘ Most towns 
‘ which I have revisited, observes he, * have experienced the spe- 
‘cial influences of the Spirit. The convincing, converting and 
‘ comforting influences of the Spirit have never been so generals 
‘ly experienced in these parts as atthis day. For Missionary 
‘ Societies and for God’s blessing on missionary labors, prayers 
‘ are dally increasing.’ 

Mr. Wiiliston performed a mission of about sixteen weeks in 
the north parts of Vermont. Respecting the religious state 
of the country, he observes, there is in general a melancioly di- 
versity of sentiment ; and religious instruction in schools is sad- 
ly neglected. It refreshed his soul to enter ficlds formerly vis- 
I ited by missionaries, because the fruits of their labor appeared. 
As to special attention, says he, ¢1 have found but little except 
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¢ in two or three instances. At Holland there have been some 
* sprinklings of grace within six or eight months past. At Cov- 
* entry there has been a considerable shower, and a goodly number 
* have manifested their readiness to come over to the Lord’s side. 
‘ Not long since a church was formed in that place by Dr. Pay- 
* son of Rindge, N. Hampshire, and is ina flourishing state. In 
‘ Hardwick there has been a glorious shower. Fifty have been 
‘ added to the congregational church in that place within a few 
‘months. The Rev. Mr. Parker, who was lately on a mission 
‘ from the Connecticut Society has evidently been the principal 
‘instrument which an infinitely good God has made use of in 
‘carrying on the work. Great numbers of young people are 
‘among the hopeful converts.” Mr. W. was reappointed, and 
it is supposed is now laboring in the same field. 

Mr. Parmele labored in the northern parts of the state of Ver- 
mont and spent four months in the service. Respecting his labor 
he observes, ‘ It has been my intention to keep constantly in view 
‘ your charge, and so to manage my life and labors that your in- 
‘ stitution should not suffer, and more that I might not offend 
‘ Him whose eyes will not behold sin with approbation. I fre- 
* quently parted with sinners under serious impressions, and have 
‘since been informed that some have found the Lord. I have 
‘ had the pleasing satisfaction to behold an increasing attention 
‘in every place which I visited. Frequently when I first entered 
‘aplace, it was difficult to collect a number sufficient to make a ! 
‘decent assembly ; but during my stay the numbers increased F 
¢ and their attention became more fixed. And when parting, it 
‘ was ofien like the parting of the disciples when they expected 
‘to meetno more.’ The particulars in his journal are refresh- 
ing to the soul. Such was the engagedness to hear in some pla- 
ces that many travelled on foot the distance of ten miles to attend 
worship. Some who had blinded and quieted themselves with 
the fascinating and pernicious delusion of universalism were un- 
deceived. Profligates were reclaimed, and the careless and secure 
awakened. Such was the presence of God with his word on one 
occasion that after sermon a profligate arose and, under deep con- 
victions of his guilt and vileness, confessed his sins, promised ref- 
ormation, and begged the prayers of others in his behalf that he 
might obtain mercy and forgiveness of God. On another occa- 
¥% siop, one who had his attention awakened gave, in private conver- 

14 sation, an account of his past life. The account, says Mr. P. 
Se was frequently interrupted with sighs. It was interesting, it was 
affecting. He had been favored from a child with the influences of 
the Spirit striving with him; but had resisted those influences and 
hardened himself. He had been moral in the view of the world, 
but was sensible that his heart was not changed. He well under- 
. stood the doctrines of scripture, but did not possess the love of 
‘ truth. Thus he had continued, and now he supposed his day of 
) grace was over. * He expressed himself on the subject with such 
* solemnity,’ saith M. P. ‘thatit was enough to burst a heart ef 
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‘stone. It was painful for him to review his life, but he was 
Wi willing to do it that his case might be a warning to others. ‘ Take 
VA ‘ my case,’ said he, ¢ and lay it before the youth and publish it tothe 
‘ world, that no one may delay till mercy is no more.’ 

In the same quarter M. Denison labored for the term of four 
months. ‘ My labors,’ says he, in his journal, * have been 
‘confined entirely. to the state of Vermont; and principally to 
‘ the counties of Chittenden and Franklin. In all places I have 
| ‘been received with the utmost kindness and hospitality, and in 
‘ some instances with that pious gratitude which shows, that at 
‘ least in a measure, some appreciate the infinite blessings of the 
‘ gospel.” Opposition to the gospel and to missionary institu- 
tions dies away before the efforts of that benevolence which ceas- 
es notto send them the gospel at the expense of much labor 
and comfort. 

Mr. King, who has labored eight wecks in the north east part 
of Vermont, confirms the interesting account of revivals in that 
quarter, which has been given from Mr. Williston’s journal— 
‘ The Lord,’ says he, * hath done wonders in these parts for the 
‘ year past. Never did I see amore wonderful display of divine 
‘ grace. The aged, and youth, and children have been the subjectsof 
‘this work.’ He laments the scarcity of missionaries in a region 
where missionary labor is so greatly needed. ‘ Never,’ says he, 
‘ was there more need of missionaries in this part.’ 

The Rev. James Parker and Mr. Asahel Gaylord received 
commissions last summer to itinerate as missionaries in the north 
western part of Vermont, andthe northern part of New-York, 
west of Lake Champlain. No account of their services has yet 
been received. p 

The fields of missionsin the western parts of the state of New- 
York, and in the northern parts of Pennsylvania, have been im- 
proved by the Rev. Messrs. John Spencer, Joel ‘I. Benedict, Jo- 
seph Avery, Ebenezer Kingsbury, Oliver Ayer, George Colton, 
Israel Brainerd, Mr. Henry Frost, and Mr. John I. Bliss. 

The labors of Mr. Spencer have been confined principally to 
the Holland purchase, in the stateof New-York. From October, 
1810, to July, 1811, he iad travelled above sixteen hundred miles. 
in the service of the Society, and observes that the attention of 
the people to the gospel is increasing. In some places the saving 
influences of the Spirit are manifest, and in many error is losing 
ground. 

Mr. Benedict labored in the counties of Delaware, Broome, and 
Chenango. In going about to build up the waste places, to 
strengthen the weak, to reclaim the wandering, tocomfert mourn- 
ers, he met with great encouragement and success. In several 
places which he visited, there is more or less of a special atten- 
| tion to divine things. In Aguaga, and Cole settlement in Broome 

| county, andin Meridith in Delaware county, the religious atten- 
i tion has been great. There is a pressing want of missionarics 
‘a these counties. ¢ Three stated missionaries could not perform 
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‘the labor required, observes Mr. B. And viewing the effects 
produced by missionsin that quarter, he says, ‘ The immense 
* good that has been done by missionary labors in the western set- 
‘ tlements is incalculable. And the people appeared deeply sen- 
sible of it; many expressed their thanks to the Missionary So- 
ciety, with -tears for the assistance they had received, and begged 
that their wants might still be had in remembrance with the So- 
ciety. Mr. B. is now laboring in the same field. 

Mr. Avery was out on his mission between eight and nine 
months. He visited much from house to house, to enquire into 
the condition of the community as to religion, to establish and 
comfort Christians, and to awaken the careless. His reception 
was uniformly cordial, and the attention of the people solemn.— 
Pursuant to another appointment Mr. A. is now performing ser- 
vice in the same tract of country. 

Mr. Kingsbury labored formerly under the direction of the 
Missionary Society, in the state of Vermont; he is now employed 
in Luzerne county, in Pennsylvania. It has been his happiness 
to see the gracious goings of the Lord in that wilderness. In ma- 
ny places he found a solemn attention and some precious inga- 
therings. Corruption and error have received a check, and, un- 
der the standard raised by the Lord the Spirit, truth prevails. in 
this season of God’s presence and grace the eyes of the people are 
directed to the Missionary Society with gratitude for the aid af- 
forded them, and with desires that they may not be forgotten.— 
Mr. K. spent about four months on his mission and travelled 800 
miles. 

Mr. Ayer commenced a tour of missionary labor in the month 
of September, in the Holland purchase, state of New-York. He 
had spent only a few weeks when his last communication was re- 
ceived. His labor was crowned with a blessing in the short time 
he spent on his mission. Some who had grown old in error 
were reclaimed by divine grace. He was received with hospitali- 
ty and kindness every where. 

Mr. Colton is in Wayne county, Pennsylvania. By a commu- 
nication lately received from him, it appears that his labor is 
faithfully bestowed on the destitute settlements recommended to 
his attention, and he visits them as often as his engagement with 
the people of his charge will admit. 

A journal of Mr. Brainerd’s labors was received after this Nar- 
rative was written. <A particular account of his services will be 
given next year. 

Mr. Frost, a candidate of New-Haven, commenced his tour of 
missionary service in March, 1811, and continued sixteen weeks. 

He labored in Camden and around Lake Ontario. ‘ During the 
‘ discharge of my commission,’ says he, ‘ I did not meet with one 
‘ instance of extraordinary awakening, or with any place or neigh- 
‘ borhood where there was an extraordinary attention to religion.’ 
Missionary labor in that field is much needed. The people are 
wasted by error and lukewarmness. 
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Mr. John F. Bliss is now employed, it is supposed, in the Hol- 
Yand Purchase. 

In’the state of Ohio, in Granville and its vicinity, south west of 
New-Connecticut, the Trustees have in their service a part of 
the time, the Rev. Timothy Harris. In the course of a year clo- 
sing with the beginning of August, 1811, he spent in the region 
appointed him, thirteen weeks. Such is the destitute condition 
of the country he visited, that they very rarely heard a regular 
sermon, and lived in the total neglect of the Sabbath. In one 
settlement he was credibly informed that in three years a regular 
assembly for worship, attended with a regular sermon, had not 
been known in the place. Irreligion and vice, which accompanies 
it, were growing. Some, however, like Lot in Sodom, were pre- 
served to bear witness for the truth. These were thankful to find 
that there was a prospect of receiving assistance from the Mis- 
sionary Socicty, and intreated that some might come over and 
help them. 

In New-Connecticut and the country adjacent, the Trustees 
have in theiremploy, the Rev. Messrs. Nathan B. Derrow, Jona- 
than Lesslie, Joshua Beer, James Boyd, Abraham Scott, ‘homas 
Barr, John Field, Giles H. Cowles, and John Seward. 

Mr. Derrow labored in the service of the Trustees for the 
year past ending with the month of June, about five months. He 
preached as often as opportunities offered, and went about publish- 
ing the gospel, reproving error, and strengthening the weak. 
Although iniquity and error rage in the wilderness which he 
visited, many are found who are faithful witnesses for the truth, 
and the presence of God in reviving the attention of men to divine 
things, is manifested. He organized a number of churches, and 
encouraged the few who were waiting for assistance. 

Mr. Lesslie has labored in the service of the Society better than 
three months. The people are making exertions to form them- 
selves into ecclesiastical societies, and, according to their ability, 
to furnish themselves with the gospel ministry. In some places, 
the religious state of the people is promising, some have had 
their attention to divine things much excited. 

The last communication received from Mr. Beer was dated Feb- 
ruary,1811. In thecourse of ayear he spent nine months in the 
service of the Society, preached daily when opportunities offered, 
and often inthe evening. Although the success attending mission- 
ary labor is not so greatas is desired, yet enough is afforded, to 
encourage the exertions of the friends of religion and to call for re- 
doubled efforts. 

Mr. Boyd in his tour visited principally the settlements in 
New Connecticut which have no organized churches in them. 
He found them anxious for themselves, and desirous to make 
provision for the stated ministry of the word, part of the time. 
The attention of people was excited on the subject, and many who 
appeared stupid before became engaged, by hearing the word 
¥rom the lips of missionaries. 














ee crt 





en 
sake 


te, Petia - 
iota See OS cae 


Oe 





1812.) Narrative of Missiona. 31 





Mr. Scott labored in the service of the Society sixteen 
weeks in the course of the year ending with October last— 
¢ With respect to the state of religion at present in the country,’ 
says Mr.S. ‘people generally give their attendance on the preach- 
‘ing of the gospel, when circumstances admit, especially on 
‘the Sabbath. Usually their attendance is decent and orderly, 
‘and in general thereis great apparent attention under preaching. 
«In some places there is considerable solemnity and some instan- 
‘ ces of seriousimpressions. There are some I trust hungering 
‘and thirsting for the bread and water of life. In almost every 
‘ place which I have visited, the people have solicited me to visit 
‘ them as much as possible.’ Mr. S. was generally received with 
hospitality and friendship, and the people usually expressed their 
desire to enjoy the blessings of the gospel. 

‘Tue labors of Mr. Barr have been blessed with success in the 
town of Euclid, the placein which he is ordained. The number 
of families in his society is only twenty-two, their advantages for 
instruction have been very small, and they were deplorably sunk 
in ignorance and error. They are now solemn and engaged 
about religion. Numbers have joined themselves to the Lord, 
and many make it their business to search forthe truth. The 
change in that part of the wilderness is so great, and the atten- 
tion to religion so earnest, that Christians feel themselves called 
to acknowledge the hand of the Lord with gratitude, and praise 
him for his wonderful works. God carries on his work, although 
errors and enmity oppose. With respect to the Reserve in gener- 
al, Mr. B. observes, that missionary labor has been attended with 
very salutary effects. Christians scattered about in corners, to 
whom the word of the Lord is precious, have been revived and 
strengthened, backsliders have been reclaimed, sinners have been 
awakened and spiritually enlightened, and churches have been 
formed in a number of places. 

Mr. Field commenced his missionary tour last winter, having 
been previously ordained by an Association in Massachusetts. His 
labor has been more extended over the Reserve than that of others 
on account of his desire to enlarge his knowledge of the country. 
Although he found multitudes in a stupid and hardened state, giv- 
ing themselves up to irreligion and vice, in many places he found 
some who were uncommonly engaged about religion, and some 
places were favored with the influences of the spirit in a great de- 
gree, 

Mr. Cowles moved his family into New Connecticut in the 
month of June last, and was installed in Austinburgh on the 25th 
of September. On the 14th of September he had labored some ‘in 
the service of the Society, and made arrangements for future mis- 
sionary operations to the best advantage. His account of the state 
of the country and the necessitous condition of the people agrees 
with those of the other missionaries. ‘hey need and desire as- 
sistance. 


In September the Rev John Seward was ordained by Hartford 
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North Consociation, and immediately entered on a mission to New 
Connecticut, pursuant to an appointment of the Trustees. 

From the above Narrative it appears, that in the course of the 
year past, twenty-six missionaries have been employed by the 
Connecticut Missionary Society. ‘The most of them are partially 
supported by societies of which they have the pastoral care. 

Itis a peculiar consolation to the Trustees to see the great good 
which has been effected by missions in our new western and north¢ 
ern countries. Societies have been formed, and are still forming, 
which endeavor to use their feeble efforts for the support of the 
gospel according to their abilities. But these societies stand in 
great need of assistance to encouragethem. ‘Lhose whicn have 
been so far nursed by the Missionary Society, as to be able to pro- 
cure stated preaching for part of the time, manifest a laudable 
zeal in their exertions ; but without the fostering care of this So- 
ciety they must despond, and ali their promising prospects, 
brightening before them, must become dark and gloomy. ‘Those 
places which have been visited with the out pourings of the Spirit, 
now inhabited by many hungering and thirsting for the bread and 
water of life, yet too feeble to support the gospel without mission- 
vy aid, mut be Icft to languish and mourn, unless the unwearied 
hand of charity continue to assist them. Many beginning to reap the 
advantages of missionary labor, without the continuance of that 
labor, must again see the wicked triumph in the spread of error 
and vice. And those places which have heard of the order of 
the gospel established in different parts of the wilderness, through 
God’s blessing, on the charity of Connecticut people, and who 
cry, * come over and help us,’ must be left to cry in vain, unless 
our efforts are continued. The Trustees do not suggest these 
things because they have any reason to apprehend that the chati- 
ty which has supported missions so long, and which has received 
the blessing of God so signally, is in danger of being suspended : 
but they view the necessitous condition of the wiiderness, they 
hear the cry of souls, they long to extend their operations, and to 
reach the hand to multitudes whose condition excites compassion. 
They have done little comparatively in the year past. Many 
places have been cursorily passed over by missionaries, and many 
have not been visited at all, because the funds of the Society 
were insufficient to supply them all. They have heard the re- 
quests of many, their earnest solicitations, to be furnished in 
some degree with the preaching of the word ; they have heard 
of the destitute condition of the western wilderness with respect 
to religious books, especialiy the Bible. They hear of these 
things daily from their missionaries ; but are unable to relieve 
them at present. The attention of the Connecticut Bible Socie- 
ty to this subject in the donation of upwards of 1000 Bibles for the 
relief of the needy in the destitute settlements, is an evidence that 
their necessities are held in remembrance with the Lord and his 
people, it 18 an earnest of greater efforts of charity yet to be 
exercised, The Bible Sccicty, it is expected, will prove an impor- 
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tant auxiliary to the Missionary Institution in this State. May 
such essays to do good be multiplied and be crowned with success, 
It has been observed, that they who make the greatest efforts to 
circulate the Bible, and to spread its glad tidings, are such as love 
the truth. On the other hand, they who turn the lively oracles 
into a system of cold and lifeless speculations, are torpid in their 
feelings toward the people perishing for lack of vision. Unlike 
the apostles and primitive disciples of Christ, whose zeal carried 
them through perils and sufferings of every kind, into distant re- 
gions to preach the gospel of salvation to the perishing heathen, 
these are at rest under the impression that all shall be saved at 
last, because they meanwell. May it be our part to imitate him 
who taught the one and only way of life, the way of faith in his 
blood, with newness of heart and life. May the spirit which an- 
imated his apostles ever animate us, and fill our souls with con- 
cern for them that are in darkness. May our love for the truth 
be manifested by unwearied efforts to impart the blessing to oth- 
ers. Such has been the character of the people of this State 
since the days of our fathers, who immigrated here, and multi- 
tudes have been enriched with gospel blessings through their be- 
nevolence. While the Trustees consider this, while they view 
the efforts which have been made, and the smiles of God on these 
efforts, they are encouraged to expect assistance for the continu- 
ance and enlargement of their operations among the destitute. 
The Legislature at their session in May last, passed an act grant- 
ing permission to the Society to receive annual contributions 
from the different ecclesiastical Societies through the State on the 
first Sabbath in May, for the term of three years. The liberality 
with which the people have contributed heretofore, it is confi- 
dently expected, will be renewed, and will revive the spirit of them 
that wait inthe desert for the consolation of the gospel. As these 
opportunities for contributing to the relief of our friends who are 
deprived of our advantages, have been suspended, shall we not hope 
that many will be prepared to improve the season with eager- 
ness, and to increase their gifts according to the abundance they 
have received ? We are witnesses that he who giveth to the poor 
in this way lendeth to the Lord. For he has signally smiled 
upon us hitherto. The bread cast upon the waters has been 
found in richest blessings abroad and at home. Still let us perse- 
vere in well doing. ‘ Give, and it shall be given unto you ; good 
‘ measure, firessed down and shaken together, and running over, 
« shall men give into your bosom.’ 


ENOCH PERKINS, Chairman pro tempore. 


Passed by the Board ' 
of Trustees, 
January 8, 1812. 


Attest, 
ABEL F Lint, Seerelary. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


FOREIGN. 
Summary account of the Missions 
of the United Brethren. 


A concise accountof the mis- 
sions of the United Brethren, a- 
mong heathen nations, has long 
been desired ; and such an ac- 
count having recently been pre- 
sented to the public, we are hap- 
py to have an opportunity of 
making our readers better ac- 
quainted with the nature and ex- 
tent of the exertions of this va- 
luable body of Christians.—-Ev- 
er since the year 1752, the 
Church of the Brethren have 
endeavored to extend the bene- 
fits of Christianity to heathen 
nations. From small beginnings, 
their missions have increased to 
thirty settlements, in which a- 
bout 150 Missionaries are em- 
ployed, who have under their 
care about 24,000 converts from 
among various heathen tribes. 

Their motive in sending mis- 
sionaries was, and continues to 
be, an ardent desire to promote 
the salvation of their fellow-men, 
by making known to them the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. They 
were grieved to hear of so many 
Tuillions sitting in darkness; and, 
trusting in the promises of God, 
they went forth with a confident 
hops, that their labor would not 
be in vain. Not disheartened by 
the smallness of their means, 
they went forth in the strength 
of their God, and he has wrought 
wonders in their behalf. The 
same spirit still prevails in their 
congregations ; and there has 
been found a continual and in- 
creasing succession of persons, 
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who have been ready to enter on 
the dangers and hardships of the 
missionary service. No mis- 
sion, however, has been under- 
taken but by particular invita- 
tion, and with a prospect of be- 
ing protected in a permanent 
establishment. 

Members of the Brethren’s 
church, disposed to serve in 
missions, mention their views 
to a committee of the synod ap- 
pointed to superintend mis- 
sions ; and if no objection ap- 
pears, they are considered as 
candidates. As to qualifica- 
tions, much erudition is not re- 
quired. “ To be well versed 
in the sacred Scriptures, and to 
have an experimental knowl- 
edge of the truths they contain, 
is indced judged indispensably 
necessary. But it has been 
found by experience, that a 
good understanding joined to a 
friendly disposition, and, above 
all, a heart filled with the love 
of God, are the best and most 
essential qualifications of a mis- 
sionary. Nor are, in general, 
the habits of a student so well 
calculated to form his body for 
a laborious life as those ofa me- 
chanic. 

Yet men of learning are not 
excluded, and their gifts have 
been made useful in various 
ways. When vacancies occur, 
or new missions are to be begun, 
the list of candidates is examin- 
ed, and those who appear suita- 
ble are called upon, and accept 
or decline the call as they find 
themselves disposed.” 

The setthements of the Uni- 
ted Brethren among the heathen, 
on the first of January last, were 
as follows, viz. 

Berun in 1732, inthe Dan- 
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the negro slaves; in St. Thom- 
as, two settlements; in St. 
Croix, three ; in St. Jan, two. 
Begun in 1735, in Greenland, 
three. Begun in 1734 among the 
native Indians, in North Ameri- 
ca,two settlements, one in Upper 
Canada, end one on the Muskin- 
gum; since which one has 
been formed, in 1801, among 
the Cherokees, and one among 
the Creeks in 1807. Begun in 
1758, in South America, three 
settlements among the negro 
slaves, free negroes and native 
Indians, in and near Surinam. 
Begun in 1754, in Jamaica, two 
settlements ; in 1756, in Anti- 
gua, three; in 1764, among 
the Esquimaux Indians, on the 
coast of Labrador, three ; in 
1765, one in Barbadoes, and 
one among the Calmucks at Sa- 
repta, near the Caspian Sea; 
andin 1776, one in the island of 
St. Kitvs. In 1736, a settle- 
ment was formed among the 
Hottentots, near the Cape of 
Good Hope, which it became 
necessary to abandon, but the 
attempt was renewed in 1792, 
and two settlements have been 
formed there. Inall, 29. 

The Brethren had formerly 
three flourishing settlements on 
the Muskingum, in North 
America. In the American 
war, the settkements were de- 
stroyed, and the inhabitants 
partly murdered. 

In 1786, George Schmidt, a 
man of remarkable zeal and 
courage, had succeeded in form- 
ing a small congregation from 
among the Hottentots. He left 
them to the care of a pious 
man, and returned to Europe to 
procure assistance. The Dutch 
Kast India Compsany would not, 
however, permit him to resume 
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his labors, lest the conversion 
of the Hottentots should injure 
thecolony. At length, in 1792, 
after repeated application, leave 
was given to the Brethren to 
send out fresh missionaries. 
The different governments, 
whether British or Dutch, have 
since been extremely favorable 
to them ; and they now proceed 
successfully on the very spot, 
Bavian’s Kloof, where George 
Schmidt inad labored. This 
place, in 1792, was barren and 
uninhabited. At present there 
are five married, and two single 
missionaries residing there, 
with about 1000 Hottentots. A 
second mission has been begun, 
by desire of Earl Caledon, of 
whom the missionaries speak in 
the very highest terms. 

Attempts have been made to 
establish missionaries near 
Tranquebar, on the Coroman- 
del coast, in the Nicobar isl- 
ands, and at Serampore and 
Potna in Bengal. But various 
circumstances, and particularly 
the expense, which far excee- 
ded the ability of the Brethren, 
occasioned the relinquishment 
of all these attempts. 

The mission at Serepta has 
not been very successful among 
the Calmuc Tartars, for whose 
benefit it was designed, although 
the exertions of ithe missiona- 
ries have been great and perse- 
vering. They have, however, 
been made very useful to the 
German colonies on the Wol+ 
ga, and they have also turned 
their attention to the education 
of heathen children. 

The most flourishing mis- 
sions at present are, those in 
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Good Hope. In Jamaica, the 
progress has been slow. 
Missions have also been at- 
tempted to the following places, 
which have not succeeded ; to 
Lapland in 1735, to the coast of 
Guinea, in 1737, and again in 
1768; tothe negroes in Geor- 
gia, in 1738 ; to the slaves in 
Algiers, in 1739 ; to Ceylon, in 
1740 ; to Persia, in 1747; and 
to Egypt; in 1752. In Up- 
per Egypt; there was some 
prospect of success ; but the 
wars of the beys made the stay 
of the Brethren unadvisable, 
The general synods of the 
Brethren’s church appoint a se- 
lect number of bishops and el- 
ders, called the Elders’ Confer- 
ence of the Unity, to superin- 
ted its concerns till the next 
general synod, which meets us- 
ually every seven or eight 
years. ‘This conference is divi- 
ded into four committees, to 
one of which the care of mis- 
sions is entrusted. With this 
committee all missionaries cor- 
respond. From their letters 
and diaries, a secretary makes 
extracts, of which copies are 
sent and read to all the congre- 
gations and missions. All things 
relating to missions are first dis- 
cussed in this committee ; but 
no resolutions are formed with- 
out the concurrence of thé 
whole conference. In each 
settlement, one brother is ap- 
pointed to superintend the mis- 
sion ; but he never acts with- 
out consulting his fellow-labor- 
crs. A society is formed 
among the Brethren in Lon- 
con, Which takes. the whole 
charge of the mission at Labra- 
dor, and assists the other mis- 
sions, especially those in the 
British dominions, as much as 
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lies in their power. A small 
vessel is employed to convey 
the necessaries of life to the 
missionaries on the coast of 
Labrador once a year; and 
for upwards of forty years, no 
disaster has befallen this ves- 
sel, so as to interrupt the regu- 
lar annual communication, 
though the navigation is of a 
very dangerous kind. In Am- 
sterdam, a similar society was 
formed ; but the troubles in 
Holland have put it out of their 
power to assist much at pre- 
sent. Another society of the 
same kind exists among the . 
Brethren in America. ‘These 
three socicties have done all in 
their power to support the ac- 
cumulated burdens of the mis- 
sions ; but they have no power 
to begin new missions, or to 
send out missionaries, which is 
vested solely in the Eldets’ 
Conference of the Unity. 

The regulations of the set- 
tlements are every where the 
same. ‘The Gospel is preach- 
ed to allthe heathen to whom 
the missionaries can have ac- 
cess, who likewise diligently 
visit and converse with them in 
their dwellings. Those who 
are awakened to a sense of 
their lost state by nature, and 
their need of a Saviour, are 
called new freofile, and are par- 
ticularly attended to. If they 
manifest an earnest desire to 
be saved, they are admitted as 
candidates for bafitism, and, at- 
ter a term of instruction and 
probation, baptized. If they 
prove by their conduct the gen- 
uineness of their profession, 
after being for a time candi- 
dates for the communion, they 
become communicanis. Each 
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meetings, in which they receive 
suitable exhortation and instruc- 
tion. Separate meetings are 
also held with the children, 
single men, single women, 
married people, widowers, and 
widows, in which the admoni- 
tions adapted to their respec- 
tive situations and circumstan- 
ces are given. Each of the 
baptized comes at stated times 
to converse privately, the men 
with the missionary, the wo- 
- men with his wife, by whicha 
more intimate knowledge of 
them is obtained, and appropri- 
ate advice given. To assist in 
this important object of acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the state of 
individuals, in large missions, 
assistants of both sexes are cho- 
sen from among the converts to 
visit from house to house, at- 
tend to the sick, preserve order, 
and promote harmony. These 
assistants meet the missiona- 
ries at stated times, in order to 
confer with them on the state of 
the congregation. The assis- 
tants are allowed occasionally, 
on week days, to address the 
congregations: Other persons 
of good character are used as 
servants in the chapel, and they 
meet to consult on subjects re- 
specting outward order. At 
times a council is held with a 
number of inhabitants chosen 
by the congregation, in which 
all things relating to the wel- 
fare of the settlement are dis- 
cussed. When the congrega- 
tion consists of slaves, the ex- 
ternal regulations are necessari- 
ly somewhat different. The 
jnternal regulations are the same 
in all. Those who violate the 
precepts of the Bible, are shut 
gut from church-fellowship till 
they have given proof of re- 
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pentance. Schools are estab 
lished in all the Brethrens’s set- 
tlements among free persons; 
and a Sunday-school, by permis- 
sion-of some planters, has been 
begun in Antigua. Spelling- 
books and Catechisms, and parts 
of the Scriptures, have been prin- 
tedin various languages. Inall 
the settlements, the congregation 
meet, once every day, for social 
worship ; and on Sundays, the 
missionaries are employed from 
break of day till dark, in va- 
rious spiritual duties ; which also 
accupy them much on the week 
days. ‘The Brethren have 
found by long experience, that 
‘the word of the cross is the 
power of God unto salvation to 
all them that believe.’ They, 
therefore, preach Jesus, and him 
crucified, sowing the word in 
tears, with patience and courage; 
knowing that they shall hereaf- 
ter reap with joy.”——There 
is no part of the doctrine of our 
Saviour and his apostles, which 
the missionaries do not gradual- 
ly endeavor to inculcate into the 
minds and hearts of their peo- 
ple ; and, through the mercy 
and power of God, the most 
blessed effects have attended 
their labors.” 

For the maintenance of this 
important and extensive work, 
no fund whatever exists. It is 
supported wholly by voluntary 
contributions of the Members 
of the Unity, and of several 
other friends, without whose 
aid, indeed, poor and few in 
number as are the Brethren, 
their large missions could not 
be preserved. Without the ut- 
most frugality, both at home 
and abroad, the sums subscri- 
bed would be inadequate to the 
expenditure. The expense of 
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the missions has increased to 
6000. perannum. The num- 
ber of missionariers is 150 ex- 
clusive of about 80 widows, 
children, and resting missiona- 
ries. When the expense of 
journeys and voyages, building 
and reparing of chapels, &c. &c. 
is taken into the account, this 
sum will appear small as com- 
pared with its effect ; but large 
as compared with the number 
and abilities of the contributors. 
The war has increased the ex- 
penses, but diminished the re- 
ceipts, through the disasters 
Which have befallen the Breth- 
ren’s settlements in Holland and 
Germany. Some of the mis- 
sions, indeed, are supported to 
a considerable degree, by the 
zeal and diligence of some of 
the Brethren, who apply the 
earnings of their labor in this 
way ; but this cannot be done in 
allcases. The missionaries re- 
ceive no stated salaries, but 
they transmit a list of necessa- 
vies, which, if approved, are pro- 
cured and sent tothem. Their 
children and widows are provi- 
ded for. 

Such is the account viven of 
the state of the missions of the 
United Brethren. Can it be 
that they should fail for want of 
support ? We will not believe it 
possible. We recommend their 
claims most earnestly to the at- 
tention of our readers. Sub- 
scriptions and donations will be 
received by the Ministers of 
their congregations ; and the 
Rev. C. L. Latrobe, No. 10, 
Nevil’s Court, Fetter Lane. 

Those who desire further in- 
formation respecting the mis- 
sions of the United Brethren, 
may consult Craniz’s History of 
the Brethren, and of the Green- 
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land Mission ; Loskiel’s Histo- 
ry of the North American In- 
dian Missions; the Periodical 
Accounts of the Missions, prin- 
ted three or four times a year, 
and sent to subscribers; and 
Oldendorp’s History of the 
Mission in the Danish West In 
dia Islands. 
[Ch. 06. 
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Extract from the Elevenih Re 
port of the English Religious 
Tract Society, May 10, 1810. 


To the various Societies al- 
ready established for the Circus 
lation of Religious Tracts in this 
country, the Committee beg 
leave to present the most erate 
ful acknowledgments for their 
continued exertions ; and rejoice 
with them that their labors have 
received some special testimo- 
nies of success in the conver 
sion of sinners, the restoration 
of backsliders, or the establish« 
ment of believers in their most 
holy faith. 

The facilities afforded to this 
Society, as well as the extent of 
the various applications to it, for 
the gratuitous distribution of 
Tracts, are almost incredible.-- 
The openings which Divine Pro- 
vidence is continually making in 
the train of events, for the ad- 
mission of the Society’s Tracts 
into the most distant or uns 
friendly regions, into stations 
utterly inaccessible to pious in- 
struction in any other form, may 
surcly be regarded, without en- 
thustasmi, as a pledge of the co- 
operation of Divine Grace. It 
is not usual with the Sovereign 
Disposer of all events to pre- 
pare such instruments and facil 
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ilies in vain. He has charged 
these Tracts with as high acom- 
mission as the spirits that sur- 
round histhrone. They are the 
messengers of his mercy ; and 
are enabled by the same power 
which sustains the flight of an- 
gels, to pierce as irresistibly 
through the thickest shades and 
fiercest enemies. They find en- 
trance into the dungeon, and in- 
to the mine, which admit not 
even the light of day. They 
glide into the convent, they 
mount the ship, they pervade the 
camp, they ascend the throne. 
They accompany, perhaps, the 
unfortunate prisoner into captiv- 
ity and banishment, afford him 
consolation in the deepest adver- 
sity, and are his friends in a land 
of strangers. They kindle up 


a lightamidst the blackest gloom 
of superstition, and mock the 
precautions of bigotry as well as 


the rage of war. Is it possible 
they can perform all these em- 
bassics in vain ? Is not their suc- 
cess ensured, by the prayers 
which accompany them, and the 
messace they bear ?—The word 
of God shall zo¢ return unto him 
void : it eha/l accomplish the 
thing whereto he sends it. Many, 
many individuals have at various 
times been reported to this So- 
ciety, and some will be added to 
the number this day, whom the 
Spirit of Truth has rendered 
wise unto salvation, by the in- 
structions of a few, or even one, 
of these silent missionaries.— 
Multitudes, beyond all doubt, 
whose names will never reach 
this Society, are indebted to it, 
under the divine influence, for 
the germ of their spiritual ex- 
istence ; they already form a 
part of that universal church for 
which it is constantly pouring 
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forth its sup tions ; and will 
be the joy crown of its pi- 
ous supporters, in that day when 
all secrets shall be disclosed. 

The Committee are not afraid 
that these expectations will be 
condemned, by any genuine 
Christian, as extravagant or vis- 
ionary. ‘he efficacy of an in- 
strument is not to be measured 
by its bulk. A single stone has 
defeated an army. A single 
spark might destroy a metropo- 
lis. A single grain might feed 
anation. A single Tract may 
save asoul. Let it never be for- 
gotten by any member of this 
Society, that the feeblest weap- 
on is irresistible, when wielded 
by Omnipotence. It is “ not dy 
might, nor by frower, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” 


—t SS 
ORDINATION. 


OrDAINED at Wolcott, on 
the 4th December, 1811, Rev. 
Lucas Hart, to the work of 
the Gospel Ministry in that 
place. The parts of the ordi- 
nation were performed as fol- 
lows, viz. Rev. Mr. Hart, of 
Plymouth, made the introduc- 
tory prayer; Rev. Mr. Miller, of 
Burlington, preached the ser- 
mon ; Rev. Mr. Waterman, of 
Plymouth, made the consecra- 
ting prayer; Rev. Mr. Upson, 
of Berlin, gave the charge ; 
Rev. Mr. Wood, of Waterbury, 
gave the right-hand of fellow- 
ship; and the Rev. Mr. Cone, 
of Bristol, made the concluding 
prayer. ‘The day was unusual- 
ly pleasant: The exercises 
were solemn and appropriate, 
and such as won the attention of 
a large and serious audience. 
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OBIT Hany. 


DIED at New-Haven, in West- 
Haven parish, Rev. Noan WIL- 
LISTON, aged 75; for many years 

or of the church in that parish. 

e graduated at Yale Coliege, 1757. 

At West-Haven, while attending 
the funeral of Rev. Mr. Williston, 


Obituary....Donaiions. 


| the evening’s 
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hundred spectators ; in the midst of 
performance, the 
scenery was discovered to he on 
fire. The dreadful intelligence was 
communicated to the audience by 
one of the actors. The flames in 
an instant burst upon the audience, 
and a scene of unutterable confu- 
sion and distress ensued, and the 





JerEMIaAH ATWATER, Of New- 
Haven, late Steward of Yale Coll. 
aged 77. 

At Chatham, Rev. Cyprian 
Strone, D. D. aged 65, pastor of 
the church in that town. This 
learned and pious divine was grad- 
uated at Yale Coll. 1763. He re- 
—— the degree of D. D. at Dart. 

Soll. 

At Kent, Rev. JozEt BorpWELt, 

astor of the church in that place, 
in the 80th year of his age, 54th cf 
his ministry, Yale Coll. 1756. 

At Brentwcod, (N. H.) Rev. Es- 
ENEZER FLINT, aged 42, pastor 
of the church in that town, Dart. 
1798. 

At Brookfield, (Mass.) Hon. Ja- 
BEZ Upnam, Esq. late member 
of Congress for Worcester, S. Dis- 
trict, Harv. 1785. 

At Boston, Ropert T. Paine, Jr. 
= He had acquired celebrity as 
a Poet in the literary world. 

At Richmond, Virginia, on the 
evening of the 26th ult. GeEorGE 
W. Smitu, Esq. Governor of the 
State of Virginia. The circum- 
stances attending the death of this 


pape ™Magistrate are pecul- 
jarly distressing, and we here pre- 
sent our readers with a short sketch 
of the awful occurrence, both to 
perpetuate the remarkable event, 
and to record the judgments of God 


upon his people. While the thea- 
tre was filled with more than six 
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Settlements, - 


6. Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


building was very shortly reduced 
to ashes. Some were trodden to 
death in the croud, and others were 
suddenly overwhelmed and_suffo- 
cated by the raging flames. Nearly 
one hundred persons, most of whom 
were from the first families in the 
city, were consumed and buried in 
the ruins of the house. Many who 
effected their escape by leaping 
from the upper windows, broke 
their limbs, or were much bruised 
in the fall. Benjamin Bors, Esq. 
and ABRAHAM B. VENABLE, Pres. 
of the Bank, and late a Senator of 
the U.S. are numbered among the 
dead. 

May this dreadful dispensation of 
Providence be duly noticed by the 
inhabitants of that devoted city, 
and by all who may hear the mourn- 
ful relation. We all have merited 
a like reproof; nor are those who 
have escaped less guilty in the eyes 

of Heaven, than those who have 
| fatten before the wasting element. 
Except we repent we shall all 
likewise perish. 

'Fhis calamity forcibly admon- 
ishes us of the frailty of haman life, 
and of the vanity of pleasure and 
amusement ; and compels us to re- 
flect that though we are in the morn- 
ing of life, and inthe lap of pleas- 
ure, there may at this moment, be 
but a step between us and the eter- 
nal world. 








Rev. Israel Brainerd, collected in new 
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